Office  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

14,  Temple  Street,  Birmingham, 
June  10th,  1903. 


To  THE 

Warwickshire  County  Council. 

* 

Mr.  Chairman,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

1.  I  have  the  honour  to  hand  you  herewith  my  fourth  annual  report  as  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  the  fourteenth  I  have  made  to  your  Council  on  the  health  of  the  administrative 

County. 

2.  I  propose  to  adopt,  generally,  the  same  system  as  in  my  last  year’s  report,  namely,  to  deal 
with  the  County  as  a  whole  first,  and  complete  the  report  by  summaries  of  the  district  reports. 
In  the  statistics,  the  birth,  death,  and  Zymotic  death  rates  are  calculated  per  1,000  persons  estimated 
to  be  living,  while  the  infant  mortality  is  reckoned  on  children  who  died  under  one  year  of  age 
per  thousand  registered  births. 

THE  COUNTY  AS  A  WHOLE. 

AREA. 

3.  •  As  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  boundaries  of  the  County  or  of  the  districts,  the  area 
remains  the  same  as  last  year  both  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts,  the  figures  respectively 
being  54,799  and  494,895  acres,  giving  a  total  for  the  County  of  549,694  acres. 

POPULATION. 

4.  In  my  report  for  the  pi'evious  year,  I  was  able  to  give  very  accurately  the  actual  enumerated 
population  of  the  County,  because  the  census  was  taken  in  the  year  1901.  In  the  year  under 
review,  no  such  accurate  results  are  obtainable,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  estimates  given  in  the 
various  reports  are  very  near  the  truth,  and  that  the  figure  of  354,536  is  practically  accurate. 

5.  In  many  of  the  districts  very  large  increases  will  be  noted.  Particularly  is  this  so  in  the 
case  of  Erdington,  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton,  Rugby  and  Sutton  Coldfield  in  the  Urban  districts, 
and  Atherstonc,  Foleshill  and  Tamworth  in  the  Rural  ones. 

BIRTHS. 

6.  Nine  thousand  six  hundred  births  were  registered,  compared  with  9,685  in  1901,  and  9,461 
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in  1900.  Calculated  on  the  estimated  population,  the  birth-rate  is  27’07  per  thousand,  compared 
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with  27*84  in  the  previous  year.  The  slight  increase  which  I  was  able  to  point  out  last  year, 
therefore,  has  not  been  maintained. 

7.  In  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  last  year,  the  birth  rate  was  28'6. 

8.  In  the  Urban  districts,  the  birth-rate  was  26*57,  and  in  the  Rural  27*79,  so  that  while  in  the 

Urban  there  is  a  somewhat  marked  decrease,  in  the  Rural  there  is  a  gratifying  increase. 

9.  In  the  Urban  districts,  the  highest  birth-rate  was  in  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  as  usual, 

where  it  reached  the  figure  of  34*6,  while  in  Bulkington  it  also  exceeded  thirty.  In  the  most  populous 
district  in  the  County,  namely  Aston  Manor,  there  has  beeu  a  marked  fall  in  the  rate,  namely,  from 
81T  to  29*4.  As  usual,  the  rate  was  lowest,  in  the  Urban  districts,  in  Leamington;  very  nearly 
as  low  in  Kenilworth  and  Stratford,  while  it  is  somewhat  extraordinary  that  there  should  be  noticed 

such  a  very  large  decrease  in  the  rate  at  Rugby  Urban,  which  has  fallen  from  26-7  in  1901  to  22'3 

in  1902. 

10.  In  the  Rural  districts,  Atherstone  and  Foleshill  are  first,  with  rates  of  37,  and  it  is  very 

extraordinary  that  there  should  be  higher  birth-rates  in  two  Rural  districts  than  in  the  Urban.  Two 

other  Rural  districts  have  rates  above  thirty,  namely  Tamworth  and  Rugby.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  though  these  districts  are  Rural  in  designation,  yet  that  industries  of  various  kinds  are  carried 
on  in  all  of  them,  and  therefore  though  rural  in  name,  they  would  more  properly,  in  considering 
their  rates,  be  considered  Urban  in  character. 

11.  The  lowest  birth-rate  is  found  in  Stratford  Rural,  while  Meriden  is  only  fractionally  higher. 
These  are  the  only  districts  where  the  rate  is  less  than  twenty  per  thousand. 

DEATHS. 

12.  Four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  deaths  were  registered  in  the  County  during  the 
year,  2,731  in  the  Urban,  and  2,038  in  the  Rural  districts,  giving  a  death-rate  of  13*45,  compared 
with  14*48  in  1901  and  1G*72  in  1900. 

13.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  there  has  been  a  marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  deaths 
in  the  whole  County.  This  is  the  more  gratifying  as  in  the  previous  year  I  recorded  a  great  reduction 
in  the  mortality,  and  the  effect  can  be  seen  best  when  I  state  that,  compared  with  two  years  ago, 
there  has  been  a  reduction  of  upwards  of  a  thousand  deaths. 

14.  In  the  Urban  districts,  the  lowest  rate  was  recorded  in  Erdington,  this  being  the  only  district 

with  a  death-rate  under  ten.  Almost  equally  satisfactory  figures,  however,  are  shown  by  Rugby 

Urban  and  Sutton  Coldfield,  in  each  case  the  death-rate  being  under  twelve,  while  in  the  case  of 
Aston  Manor,  with  its  vast  population  on  a  very  small  area,  the  death-rate  is  under  thirteen. 

15.  In  the  Rural  districts,  the  lowest  rate  was  found  at  Castle  Bromwich,  and  it  is  notable  that 
this  district  held  the  same  position  for  the  previous  year.  The  highest  rate  is  observed  in  Southam, 
namely  17*3  ;  while  Foleshill,  with  a  rate  of  16*2  comes  next  on  the  list. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16*3. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

16.  Three  hundred  and  eighty-four  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases,  compared  with  52.0  in  1901,  and  617  in  1900.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  there  has 
again  been  a  very  marked  diminution  in  the  mortality  from  infectious  disease.  The  deaths  registered 
were  as  follows : — Measles  57,  Scarlet  Fever  55,  Diphtheria  45,  Whooping  Cough  118,  Fever  35, 
and  Diarrhoea  74.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  only  one  case  was  there  any  marked  increase,  and  this  ip 
the  case  of  Who>ping  Cough.  Diphtheria  showed  a  slight  decrease,  but  the  most  gratifying  feature 
is  the  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Typhoid  Fever  and  Diarrhoea.  The  Zymotic 
death-rate,  as  a  result  of  this,  is  particularly  satisfactory,  namely  1*08,  compared  with  1*4  in  1901, 
and  1*76  in  1900,  while  the  Zymotic  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1*64. 

17.  In  the  Urban  districts,  the  number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease  was  266,  compared  with 
366  in  1901,  and  443  in  1900.  This  gives  us  the  highly  satisfactory  rate  of  1*27,  compared 
with  1*8  in  the  previous  year. 
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18.  la  the  Rural  districts,  the  deaths  numbered  118,  giving  the  very  low  figure  of  0*8,  the  lowest 
figure  that  has  ever  been  recorded  in  these  districts. 

19.  Smallpox. — This  disease  again  made  its  appearance,  and  19  cases  were  notified,  namely  7  in 
Aston  Manor,  3  in  Erdington,  1  in  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton,  1  in  Rugby,  1  in  Stratford-on-Avon, 

1  in  Sutton  Coldfield,  and  1  in  the  Borough  of  Warwick  among  the  Urban  districts,  while  in  the 
Rural,  1  was  notified  in  Foleshill,  1  in  Meriden,  1  in  Rugby,  and  1  in  Southam.  None  of  the 
cases  proved  fatal,  and,  as  I  have  dealt  with  the  various  outbreaks  in  my  summaries  of  the  reports 
of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  I  need  not  say  very  much  now. 

20.  There  is  one  point,  however,  which  I  think  should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  that  is  that  in  so 

many  of  the  cases  the  disease  was  introduced  afresh  into  the  district  by  tramps  coming  from  outside. 
It  almost  appears  as  though  communities  should  have  a  right  to  protect  themselves  against  this  nuisance 
and  danger.  From  every  point  of  view,  the  tramp  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  as  he  is  maintained  to 
some  extent,  at  least,  at  the  public  expense,  it  is  a  question  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  when 
a  demand  should  be  made  on  him  that  in  exchange  for  what  he  receives  from  the  public  he  should 
make  himself  less  of  a  public  danger.  This  might  be  effected  by  demanding  of  him  a  certificate 
that  he  has  been  re-vaccinated  within  a  period  of  ten  years,  and  unless  he  can  show  such  certificate, 
it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Union  to  which  he  applies  for  admission  to  see 
that  vaccination  be  performed.  Even  if  such  a  power  were  not  always  put  into  operation  when 

Smallpox  was  not  epidemic  in  the  country,  it  is  desirable  that  such  powers  should  at  all  events  be  at 
hand,  so  that  they  can  be  utilized  in  times  of  epidemic  prevalence. 

21.  Measles. — I  am  pleased  to  be  again  able  to  report  a  comparatively  small  mortality  from  this 
disease  of  early  childhood.  The  deaths  registered  numbered  57,  compared  with  52  and  107  in  the 
two  preceding  years.  The  only  two  districts  which  had  any  marked  mortality  were  Aston  Manor 
and  Rugby  in  the  Urban  districts,  and  Rugby  in  the  Rural  ones ;  in  fact  it  is  somewhat  strange 
that  out  of  the  57  deaths  no  less  than  52  should  have  occurred  in  the  Urban  districts. 

22.  Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  has  again  been  particularly  prevalent.  The  number  of  cases 
notified  was  1,824,  compared  with  1,802  in  1901.  The  Chart  which  is  annexed  to  this  Report, 
shows  that  as  is  generally  the  case,  it  was  chiefly  prevalent  in  the  autumn,  the  highest  number  of  cases 
notified  in  one  week  being  62.  In  the  corresponding  week  of  1901,  namely  the  forty-fourth  week  of 
the  year,  the  number  of  cases  notified  reached  its  maximum,  the  number  of  cases  then  being  75. 

28.  The  disease  has  been  fairly  prevalent  over  both  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts.  In  the  Urban 
districts,  it  was  particularly  prevalent  in  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  and  Warwick,  while  in  the 
Rural  ones  it  showed  the  greatest  intensity  in  Alcester,  Stratford-on-Avon,  and  Tamworth.  As  showing 
how  widespread  it  was,  I  may  add  that  not  a  single  district  was  free  from  it,  though  in  the  Rural 
district  of  Nuneaton  only  one  case  was  notified. 

24.  As  regards  the  mortality  from  the  disease,  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  it  was  more  fatal  in  the  Urban 
than  in  the  Rural  districts,  though  the  disparity  was  not  so  marked  as  in  the  previous  year.  It  is 
also  noticeable  that  there  has  been  a  further  rise  in  the  severity  of  the  disease,  for  although  there 
were  only  22  more  cases  notified  than  in  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  deaths  was  55,  as  against 
40,  the  death-rate  from  it  being  0*15,  as  against  0T1  in  1901. 

25.  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — It  is  very  gratifying  to  find  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  this  disease.  Altogether  45  deaths  were  registered,  as  compared  with  59  in  the  previous 
year,  and  50  in  1900.  The  number  of  cases  notified  has  also  been  fewer,  namely  304  compared  with 
331  in  the  previous  year. 

26.  In  the  Urban  districts,  the  disease  was  chiefly  prevalent  in  Erdington,  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers 
Coton  and  Rugby,  while  in  the  Rural  districts  the  chief  prevalence  is  to  be  noted  in  Alcester  and 
Foleshill. 

27.  As  regards  epidemics  in  Nuneaton  and  Foleshill,  I  have  already  reported  to  you  fully  on  those 
in  my  quarterly  reports.  Alcester,  as  in  previous  years,  suffered  unduly  from  Diphtheria,  and  I  have 
made  special  reports  and  inspections  of  this  district.  I  have  noticed  before  that  the  mortality  here 
is  very  small  compared  with  the  average,  and  the  same  thing  is  observed  this  year,  for  whereas  the 
number  of  cases  reported  was  no  less  than  38,  only  one  death  was  registered. 
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28.  Whooping  Cough. — This  disease  was  more  fatal  than  in  the  previous  year,  118  deaths  being 
registered  as  due  to  it,  compared  with  67  in  1901.  Of  these,  80  occurred  in  the  Urban,  and  38  in 
the  Rural  districts.  This  disease  is  chiefly  fatal  to  children  under  two  years  of  age,  and  for  this 
reason,  therefore,  it  tends  to  recur  in  epidemic  form  every  two  or  three  years,  as  fresh  children 
are  born.  It  is  a  melancholy  fact,  too,  that  it  causes  more  deaths  than  any  other  infectious  disease, 
while  this  year  in  the  County  of  Warwick  it  caused  more  deaths  than  any  two  of  the  other  infectious 
diseases  taken  together ;  and  yet,  with  these  facts  before  us,  facts  not  new,  we  have  it  still  regarded  by 
the  bulk  of  people  as  a  slight  disease  about  which  it  is  necessary  to  take  little  care,  and  as  a  consequence, 
therefore,  unnecessary  exposure  to  infection  is  constantly  taking  place,  while  the  exposure  of  patients 
results  in  sequelae,  such  as  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis,  which  are  generally  the  causes  of  this  disease 
proving  fatal. 

29.  Fever,  including  Typhoid  and  other  continued  fevers. — Probably  the  most  gratifying  feature 

of  this  Report  is  the  still  further  reduced  prevalence  of  this  disease,  as  only  35  deaths  occurred  in 
the  County,  compared  with  47  in  1901  and  81  in  1900.  These  were  all  due  to  Typhoid  Fever,  but 

even  more  satisfactory  than  the  number  of  deaths  is  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases,  for  only 
175  in  the  whole  County  were  recorded,  compared  with  420  in  the  previous  year  and  432  in  1900. 

30.  Of  these,  126  occurred  in  the  Urban,  and  49  in  the  Rural  Districts.  In  the  Urban  ones,  Aston 

Manor  was  the  only  District  which  showed  a  serious  number  of  cases,  76  being  reported  from  there 
out  of  126.  Erdington,  on  looking  at  the  table,  appears  to  have  had  a  somewhat  large  number, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Aston  Workhouse,  which  serves 
Aston  Manor,  Erdington,  Sutton  Coldfield  and  the  Castle  Bromwich  District,  as  well  as  a  large  portion 
of  the  City  of  Birmingham,  is  situated  in  this  District,  and  the  bulk  of  these  cases  were  due  to 

patients  removed  from  Aston  Manor  and  Birmingham. 

31.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  Foleshill  alone  suffered,  and  practically  half  the  cases  in  the  Rural 

Districts,  namely  24  out  of  49,  occurred  in  this  District.  I  have  frequently  pointed  out  in  previous 
reports  why  there  is  such  an  undue  incidence  of  the  disease  in  this  District,  and  I  can  only  say  further, 
at  the  present  time,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  Bedworth  will 
soon  be  carried  out. 

32.  Diarrhcea. — I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  has  been  a  further  great  diminution 

in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease.  During  the  year,  only  74  deaths  were  recorded,  as 

against  256  in  1901  and  275  in  1900.  Many  of  the  conditions  which  predispose  to  Typhoid  Fever 
also  predispose  to  Diarrhoea,  notably  soil  pollution,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory,  therefore,  to  see  that 
this  disease  is  taking  less  toll  of  infantile  life  year  by  year,  though  it  must  be  borne  in 

mind  that  the  cases  are  largely  affected  by  climatic  conditions,  and  that  the  cool  summer  of  last  year 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  diminished  number  of  cases  of  this  plague  of  infantile  life. 

33.  Of  the  74  deaths  registered,  55  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  of  these  38  were 

registered  in  Aston  Manor. 

34.  I  again  append  a  Chart  showing  at  a  glance  the  number  of  cases  of  the  three  principal  Zymotic 
diseases  notified  in  each  week  of  the  year. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

35.  Under  this  head,  I  have  generally  referred  to  Epidemic  Influenza  and  Phthisis.  As  regards  the 
former  disease,  I  find  a  still  further  reduction  in  the  mortality  observed,  the  number  of  deaths 
registered  this  year  being  60,  compared  with  70  in  the  preceding  year.  The  same  reduction  is  to  be 
noticed  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  namely,  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy,  for  though  the  population  has  increased,  the  number  registered  this  year  is 
757  ;  the  number  in  the  previous  year  was  762,  and  in  the  year  before  that,  885. 

36.  Phthisis.— Last  year  I  expressed  my  pleasure  at  being  able  to  record  a  marked  diminution 

in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  terrible  scourge.  This  year  I  have  the  greater  pleasure  of 

recording  a  still  further  decline,  in  fact  the  number  of  deaths  registered  has  shown  a  very  marked 
and  pleasing  decline  for  several  years.  In  1902,  235  were  registered,  the  figures  for  the  two  preceding 
years  being  284  and  348. 
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37.  Although  there  has  been  much  written  at  the  present  time,  and,  thanks  to  the  action  of 
His  Majesty  the  King  the  public  conscience  has  been  stirred,  yet,  I  do  not  think  there  is,  among 
the  general  mass  of  the  people  any  due  appreciation  of  the  terrible  ravages  effected  by  Consumption. 
If  reference  be  made  to  table  “  C,”  it  will  be  found  that  Consumption,  even  in  this  year  of  diminished 
prevalence,  killed  double  the  number  of  people  compared  with  Whooping  Cough,  which  was  by  far 
the  most  fatal  of  all  the  Zymotic  diseases.  If  we  take  the  deaths  due  to  other  forms  of  tubercular 
disease,  we  shall  find,  moreover,  that  the  deaths  produced  by  Consumption  together  with  those  from 
other  tubercular  diseases  caused  more  mortality  than  the  whole  of  the  Zymotic  diseases  taken  together, 
and  this  too,  in  a  year  when  our  mortality  from  Consumption  is  only  about  half  that  of  the  average 
of  the  country  in  the  last  few  years. 

38.  We  know  now  a  good  deal  as  to  the  origin  of  the  disease.  We  know  it  to  be  produced  by  the 
presence  in  the  body  of  a  definite  organism,  the  life  history  of  which  we  are  acquainted  with.  This 
organism,  discovered  by  Koch,  and  known  as  the  tubercle  bacillus,  when  it  gains  access  to  the  lungs 
and  finds  the  soil  suitable  for  its  development,  produces  the  disease.  If  therefore  we  can  prevent  it 
gaining  access  to  the  body,  even  if  the  individual  be  susceptible,  there  will  be  no  disease.  It  is 
obvious,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  prime  duty  of  all  concerned  to  do  what  they  can  to  prevent  the 
development  of  the  virus. 

39.  Much  may  be  done  in  the  form  of  education.  There  is  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  commonest 

causes  of  the  spread  of  this  disease  at  the  present  time  is  the  habit  of  expectorating  indiscriminately 
about  buildings  and  vehicles,  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review 
large  numbers  of  leaflets  were  issued,  pointing  out,  among  other  things,  the  danger  of  spitting,  and 

the  precautions  it  is  desirable  to  take  in  houses  where  one  or  more  members  of  the  family  were  affected 

with  Consumption. 

40.  The  question  of  Sanatoria  for  this  disease  has  been  much  before  the  public  of  late.  There  is 

no  doubt  that  in  many  suitable  cases  cures  can  be  effected  under  proper  supervision  and  treatment. 
On  the  Continent,  so  much  is  this  appreciated  that  in  Germany  the  large  insurance  institutions 
maintain  Sanatoria  at  their  own  expense  in  order  to  diminish  the  mortality  among  the  insured. 
In  this  country,  too,  several  of  the  counties,  including  the  neighbouring  one  of  Worcestershire,  have 
established  a  Sanatorium.  In  Warwickshire,  up  to  now,  nothing  has  been  done,  though  I  have 
received  intimation  from  a  gentleman  who  at  the  present  time  wishes  to  be  anonymous,  that  he  is 
prepared  to  give  a  site  of  four  acres  for  the  establishment  of  a  small  Sanatorium  if  others  in  the 

county  will  come  forward  and  find  funds  for  the  building  of  such  an  institution. 

41.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  even  in  those  cases  where  cures  are  not  effected  much  good  may 
be  done  in  instructing  the  patients,  even  by  a  short  sojourn  in  the  institution,  how  to  take  precautions 
which  will  render  them  less  dangerous  to  those  among  whom  they  must  dwell.  In  Phthisis,  as  well 
as  everything  else,  it  is  true  that  “  more  harm  is  wrought  by  want  of  thought  than  by  want  of 
heart,”  and  I  commend  to  your  consideration  the  desirability  of  taking  some  steps  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  an  institution  of  the  kind  in  Warwickshire. 

42.  Though  this  can  be  done  by  the  County  officially,  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  possible  it  had  better 

be  done  by  voluntary  subscription,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  the  time  has  not  now  arrived  when 

steps  originated  for  this  purpose  would  not  prove  successful. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

43.  During  the  year,  1,122  deaths  were  registered  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  namely  G69 

in  the  Urban  districts  and  453  in  the  Rural.  These  figures,  calculated  on  the  number  of  births 

registered.  <rive  an  infantile  death-rate  of  116  per  thousand.  The  rate  for  the  Urban  districts  was  120, 
and  that  for  the  Rural  111.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  133.  Last  year  the  rate  for  the 
whole  County  was  133.  These  figures  speak  for  themselves,  and  it  is  very  gratifiying  for  me  to 
be  able  to  record  the  lowest  infantile  death-rate  in  the  fourteen  years  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
making  this  Report. 

44.  It  is  the  more  gratifying,  too,  to  find  that  the  decrease  has  been  entirely  in  the  so-called 

Urban  districts — districts  which,  in  the  past,  have  in  many  cases  had  terribly  high  rates  of  infant 
mortality.  The  rate  for  the  Rural  districts  is  practically  identical  with  the  previous  year,  and  is 
quite  satisfactory. 
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45.  I  have  before  pointed  out  on  many  occasions  that,  while  of  course  many  of  these  deaths  in 
infants  are  not  preventible,  the  great  majority  of  them  are  due  to  improper  feeding,  housing, 
and  general  treatment.  I  have  for  a  long  time  urged  that  the  only  way  of  abating  existing 
conditions  is  to  educate  the  people  to  an  appreciation  of  the  saving  of  life  that  may  be  effected 
by  proper  means.  During  the  year,  an  Infant  Mortality  Sub-committee  has  been  appointed,  and 
as  a  result  it  has  suggested  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  women  health  visitors,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  teach  the  people  the  proper  treatment  for  their  children,  and  to  mitigate  those 
conditions  inimical  to  infant  life.  In  the  year  under  review,  nothing  beyond  this  has  been  done, 
but  at  the  time  of  writing  there  is  a  prospect  of  the  appointment  of  a  health  visitor  being 
made,  which  will,  I  am  convinced,  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  health  of  the  County. 

46.  Referring  to  the  rates  of  infant  mortality  in  the  various  districts,  the  highest  rate  is  found 
at  Bulkington,  namely  163,  while  at  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  and  Warwick  Urban  the  rates 
exceed  130.  In  Aston  Manor,  where  in  the  past  the  rate  has  frequently  been  very  high,  it  has 
this  year  fallen  to  129.  In  the  Rural  districts,  only  two  show  really  high  rates,  namely  Foleshill 
and  Southam,  though  in  Atherstone,  Farnborough,  Monks  Kirby,  Rugby  and  Warwick,  the  rates 
all  exceed  100. 

A  Summary  of  Matters  influencing  the  Public  Health,  to  which  attention  is 

DIRECTED  IN  THE  REPORTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 

47.  As  in  previous  years,  I  have  received  information  of  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  the 
district  of  each  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  a  Monday,  and  have  circulated  a  return  of  all  infectious 
diseases  notified  in  the  County  the  previous  week. 

48.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  nearly  every  case  the  notifications  have  been  regularly 

and  punctually  sent  in,  and  the  only  point  to  which  I  would  refer  would  be  to  ask  that  in 
every  case,  whether  notifications  have  been  received  or  not,  a  card  be  sent  to  me  by  the  first 
post  on  Monday.  I  have  sometimes  found  in  past  year  that  when  no  report  has  been  received 

it  has  almost  invariably  been  due  to  the  fact  that  no  cases  have  been  received  in  the  particular 
district,  but  for  returns  of  this  kind  to  be  of  value,  they  should  be  complete,  and  I  hope,  therefore, 
while  thanking  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  way  in  which  the  returns  have  been 
sent  in,  they  will  be  good  enough  in  all  cases  to  forward  me  returns,  whether  there  are  any  cases 
or  not  to  record. 


ISOLATION  AND  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

49.  During  the  year  I  made  a  special  report  on  the  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  infectious 
diseases  in  the  County,  and,  as  a  result,  an  Isolation  Hospital  Sub-committee  was  appointed.  This 
Committee  has  met  several  times  during  the  year  and  has  had  conferences  with  representatives  of 
those  districts  where  accommodation  was  not  considered  satisfactory.  As  a  result  much  good  work 
has  been  done,  in  fact  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  may  be  said  that  all  but  three  of  the  districts 
were  provided  with  proper  hospital  accommodation  or  had  made  arrangements  which  would  lead  to 
the  erection  of  proper  hospitals  in  a  comparatively  short  time. 

RIVER  POLLUTION. 

50.  Great  attention  has  been  given  to  this  important  work  during  the  year,  and  not  only  has  the 
condition  of  the  rivers  been  well  maintained,  but  a  very  marked  improvement  is  to  be  noted  in 
many  instances. 

51.  Perhaps  the  greatest  advance  was  the  opening  of  the  new  bacterial  sewage  works  for  the  disposal 

of  the  sewage  of  Nuneaton.  So  excellent  is  the  plant  laid  down  there,  and  so  well  is  the  work 

of  purification  effected,  that  I  asked  your  Committee  to  personally  inspect  the  works.  This  they 

did  in  November,  when  they  were  entertained  by  the  District  Council,  and  I  had  the  pleasure, 
then,  of  explaining  the  methods  of  purification  adopted,  while  your  Committee  saw  the  quality  of 
the  work  performed. 
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52.  Much  good  work,  too,  has  been  done  in  connection  with  the  Tame.  I  have  many  times  animadverted 
on  the  serious  pollution  caused  by  the  incomplete  treatment  of  the  vast  quantity  of  sewage  dealt 
with  by  the  Tame  and  Rea  Drainage  Board,  and  it  is  therefore  with  great  pleasure  that  I  can 
now  testify  to  the  marked  improvement  in  the  work  done,  and  the  consequent  improvement  also 
in  the  condition  of  the  river  below  Birmingham.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  have 
never  known  the  river  in  such  a  good  condition  as  it  is  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report. 

53.  Attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  Avon  and  its  tributaries.  Several  visits  were  made  to  the 
works  of  the  Coventry  City  Council  at  Bagintou,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  occasion  on  which 
I  have  already  handed  you  a  full  report,  I  found  the  treatment  carried  on  quite  satisfactorily,  and  a 
good  non-polluting  effluent  being  discharged. 

54.  Among  other  places  to  which  attention  has  been  given  during  the  year  I  may  mention  Kineton. 
The  pollution  caused  by  the  sewage  of  this  township  has  been  before  you  for  several  years,  and  I 
regret  to  state  that  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit  no  improvement  had  been  effected,  in  fact  as  I 
have  before  pointed  out  it  is  impossible  for  the  present  works,  owing  to  their  inefficiency,  to  diminish 
the  pollution  caused,  particularly  at  times. 

55.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  no  steps  were  taken  at  Wellesbourne  for  the  improvement  of 

the  pollution  caused  there.  As  I  reported  last  year,  a  firm  of  engineers  were  called  in,  who 
advised  a  certain  procedure,  but  the  Stratford  Rural  District  Council  were  desirous  of  having  another 

scheme  before  them  in  addition  to  the  one  already  produced,  and  the  matter  has  therefore  been 

delayed. 

56.  Although  at  Stratford-on-Avon  the  works  have  been  taxed  to  their  utmost,  uo  serious  pollution 
has  occurred,  and  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  initial  steps  have  been  taken  to  deal  with  the  sewage 
of  the  town  on  bacterial  lines,  and  an  enquiry  has  been  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  as  to  the  question  of  a  new  site  for  the  works. 

57.  In  the  Foleshill  Rural  District  a  Local  Government  Board  enquiry  was  held,  at  which  I 

appeared  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  into  an  application  for  the  borrowing  of  money  for 

the  purposes  of  sewage  disposal  works  for  Bed  worth.  This  is  one  of  the  urgent  requirements  of 
the  place,  because  the  town  has  in  the  past  suffered  considerably  from  epidemics  of  Typhoid 

Fever,  due  to  soil  pollution,  and  no  material  improvement  can  be  effected  until  the  sewerage  of 

the  town  is  complete,  and  this  it  is  proposed  to  do  in  connection  with  the  new  scheme. 

58.  I  also  reported  to  you  during  the  year  on  the  condition  of  the  Kenilworth  Sewage  Works, 

and  described  them  as  inefficient  and  as  allowing  considerable  pollution  of  the  Finham  Brook  to 
take  place.  I  hear  that  engineers  have  been  consulted  and  that  plans  have  been  produced  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  these  works  or  of  superseding  them  to  a  large  extent  by  others  on  the 

bacterial  system. 

59.  I  regret  to  have  again  to  report  that  the  state  of  the  River  Cole  is  still  very  unsatisfactory, 

owing  to  the  pollution  of  it  by  the  effluent  from  the  Yardley  Sewage  Farm.  Here  again,  in  my 

opinion,  there  has  been  undue  delay,  and,  as  the  district  which  supplies  the  sewage  is  a  very  large  one, 
it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  your  Committee  has  decided  to  take  the  necessary  proceedings  at 
an  early  date  if  the  Yardley  District  Council  still  remains  in  default. 

60.  The  only  other  district  where  to  my  mind  attention  is  urgently  required  is  the  Tamworth 

District.  In  my  summary  of  the  report  of  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  that  district, 
I  call  attention  to,  and  indeed  quote  his  words  in  reference  to  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal.  Owing 
to  the  improvement  in  the  Tame  above  Tamworth,  to  which  I  have  previously  referred,  it  is  the 
more  desirable  that  the  delay  in  sewering  both  the  town  of  Tamworth  and  the  district  immediately 

outside  it  should  no  longer  be  allowed,  and  I  hope  that  in  this  present  year  something  more 

will  be  done  than  the  mere  consideration  of  plans  by  committees,  for  this,  according  to  the  report 
of  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  as  far  as  the  matter  has  yet  gone. 

VACCINATION. 

61.  Appended  to  this  Report  will  be  found  a  table  giving  the  details  of  Vaccination  performed  in 
fourteen  districts  of  the  administrative  County.  On  the  whole,  looking  at  the  state  of  the  law, 
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there  is  some  matter  for  congratulation.  In  many  districts  of  the  County,  notably  Aston  Manor, 

Erdington,  Leamington,  Sutton  Coldfield,  Alcester,  Castle  Bromwich,  Coventry  Rural,  and  Meriden, 

very  good  results  have  been  obtained,  while  in  Tamworth  the  results  are  distinctly  unsatisfactory. 

62.  The  number  of  conscientious  certificates  received  has,  on  the  whole,  been  rather  less  than 
in  the  previous  year. 

63.  No  doubt  some  reason  for  the  slight  quickening  as  regards  Vaccination  which  is  observed  in 
last  year’s  returns,  is  the  presence  of  Smallpox  among  us,  and  I  trust  that  this,  during  the  present 
year  when  it  has  been  more  prevalent  among  us,  will  have  acted  as  a  spur,  and  that  as  a  result 
we  shall  find  that  more  people  have  availed  themselves  of  the  protective  influence  of  vaccination. 

64.  On  reference  to  the  table  it  will  be  observed  that  there  are  still  many  districts  from  which 

no  returns  are  sent.  The  fact  that  so  little  interest  is  taken  in  Vaccination  by  the  Sanitary 
Authorities  has  always  been  incomprehensible  to  me.  They  appear  to  shelter  themselves  behind  the 
fact  that  the  carrying  out  of  the  act  is  put,  at  the  present  time,  on  the  Boards  of  Guardians, 
but  they  appear  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  when  Smallpox  is  prevalent  the  cost  of  dealing 

with  the  epidemic  falls  on  the  District  Councils.  It  has  been  urged  that  as  they  have  no 

duty  in  performing  Vaccination  the  mere  recording  of  the  effects  obtained  can  be  of  little  benefit, 
but  from  my  own  personal  experience  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  a  great  fallacy  underlying 

this  remark.  I  have  many  a  time  proved  that  the  recording  of  facts  not  hitherto  understood 

has  been  the  first  step  in  getting  a  larger  amount  of  work  done  in  the  way  of  Vaccination,  and 

I  again  appeal,  not  only  to  the  District  Councils  concerned,  but  to  the  District  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  as  their  sanitary  advisers,  to  endeavour  to  procure  the  necessary  returns  from  the  vaccination 
officers,  and  at  the  same  time  to  do  what  they  can  to  stimulate  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  as 
the  only  real  preventive  of  Smallpox.  It  is  more  than  possible  that  though  the  disease  has 

been  epidemic  to  some  extent  in  the  year  under  review,  yet  that  during  the  next  winter  it  will 
still  further  increase,  and  an  improvement,  therefore,  in  the  vaccination  returns  will  probably  mean 
a  lessened  expenditure  in  combating  the  epidemic,  should  it  exacerbate. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

65.  I  have  each  quarter  presented  a  list  of  those  schools  closed  in  the  different  districts  on  account 
of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease.  There  is  no  doubt  that  very  much  good  may  be  done, 
particularly  under  certain  conditions,  by  a  closing  of  schools  at  the  proper  time.  I  am  of  opinion, 
however,  that  great  care  should  be  taken  in  utilizing  this  power.  It  is  chiefly  of  use  in  the  case  of 
infant  schools  when  from  outbreaks  of  Measles  the  attendance  has  been  materially  affected,  but 
I  think  that  the  occasions  for  the  closing  of  boys’  and  girls’  schools  are  comparatively  rare,  and  that 
great  care  should  be  taken  not  to  unhinge  the  educational  system  unless  the  need  for  the  closure 
is  very  apparent. 

66.  I  have  before  called  attention  to  what  I  consider  a  very  important  point,  namely  that  when  a 
school  has  been  closed  by  order  of  the  sanitary  authority  it  should,  as  a  routine  measure,  be 
properly  disinfected  by  that  authority. 

SCAVENGING. 

67.  From  the  Reports  of  the  Inspectors,  which  in  most  instances  accompany  that  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  more  attention  is  given  to  this  important  subject.  We 
are  only  beginning  to  appreciate  the  immense  importance  of  the  removal  of  filth  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  dwelling,  and  the  prevention,  as  far  as  possible,  of  pollution  of  the  soil.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  many  epidemics  of  Typhoid  Fever,  perhaps  also  of  Diphtheria,  and  certainly  of  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea  are  closely  associated  with  soil  pollution,  and  as  long  as  in  populous  neighbourhoods 
there  is  only  a  haphazard  arrangement  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  such  conditions  are  likely 
to  remain,  or  even  to  be  accentuated. 

68.  In  the  Monks  Kirby  district,  Dr.  O’Connor  asks  for  an  efficient  system  of  scavenging,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  systematic  abolition  of  all  privy  pits.  In  many  Rural  districts,  at  the  present  time, 
such  abolition  is  difficult,  but  in  all  larger  centres  of  population,  I  am  convinced  that,  with  the 
present  knowledge  of  the  subject  available,  it  ought  almost  to  be  considered  penal  to  allow  houses 
to  be  served  by  such  primitive  and  filthy  means  of  excremental  reception. 
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G9.  In  the  Erdington  district,  the  Council  have  become  imbued  with  the  importance  of  this 

subject,  and  have,  in  certain  portions  of  the  district,  provided  small  iron  receptacles  for  the  reception 
of  refuse,  which  are  removed  by  the  Council’s  own  scavengers  at  very  frequent  intervals.  Tf  this 
is  a  success,  no  doubt  the  system  will  spread,  and  I  shall  hope  to  see,  as  public  opinion  becomes 
educated  in  the  matter,  an  extension  of  what  is  not  only  an  improvement,  but  if  a  higher  standard 
of  health  is  to  be  maintained,  a  necessary  procedure. 

70.  I  must  again  call  attention,  however,  to  the  methods  of  scavenging  employed.  I  have  myself 

seen  during  the  year  large  heaps,  and  in  some  instances  half  a  cart  load  of  ashes  and  other  refuse 
brought  out  iu  barrows  and  deposited  on  the  roads  during  the  daytime.  If  the  day  be  a  windy 
one,  the  dust  from  this  (which  in  some  instances  may  be  infected)  is  blown  about  the  road,  and 
into  the  gardens  and  perhaps  houses  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  I  have  seen  children  pick 
among  the  refuse  to  try  and  find  trifles  of  interest,  I  have  seen  dogs  scratch  it  over  the  road,  so  that 
while  it  has  remained,  as  I  myself  have  observed,  for  a  period  of  at  least  two  hours,  the  whole 
surface  of  the  road  has  been  covered  by  it,  and  the  atmosphere  in  the  neighbourhood  impregnated 
with  it.  Such  a  system  of  scavenging  can  only  be  condemned  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  I  look 
forward  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  engineers  and  surveyors  to  bring  about  some  more  rational 
method  by  means  of  which  this  dangerous  procedure  in  removal  may  be  obviated. 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH’S  REPORTS. 

71.  As  regards  the  printing  of  these  reports,  the  condition  remains  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year,  that  is,  two  of  the  reports,  namely  for  the  districts  of  Bulkiugtoir  and  Farnborough,  were 
sent  in  iu  manuscript.  I  have  previously  given  reasons  which  I  consider  valid  for  the  printing 
and  publication  of  the  annual  report.  Such  report  should  be  of  personal  interest  to  every  one 
in  a  district,  and  its  popularisation  can  result  in  nothing  but  good.  If  however,  a  report  is  made 
to  the  Council  and  only  the  necessary  copies  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  County 
Council  are  made,  it  is  practically,  as  far  as  the  district  is  concerned,  buried  in  oblivion,  aud  that 
interest  in  local  sanitary  affairs  which  is  so  good  for  the  welfare  of  the  district,  is  not  stimulated. 


72.  I  have  before  previously  called  attention  to  the  delay  in  sending  in  the  copies  of  reports.  I 

find  that  many  of  them  are  made  at  a  reasonably  early  date,  that  is,  by  the  end  of  February,  but 
that  in  some  of  the  smaller  districts  a  great  and  unnecessarily  long  time  is  taken  in  printing  them, 
with  the  consequence  that  it  is  some  months  before  a  copy  of  the  report  comes  into  my  hands. 


73.  As  a  case  in  point,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  Mr.  B.  S.  Browne, 
of  Alcester,  who,  owing  to  the  delay  in  printing  and  publishing  the  report  sent  me  a  manuscript 
copy  of  it  to  enable  me  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  for  my  own  Report  and  summary. 

74.  Again,  too,  I  must  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  make  a  special  report  to  his  Council  on  any  outbreak  of  dangerous  infectious 
disease,  or  the  closing  of  an  elementary  school,  and  that  it  is  his  duty,  also,  to  send  a  copy  of  such 
report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Council.  In  some  instances,  I  know  that 
during  1902  such  copies  were  not  sent,  and  I  trust  that  this  omission,  in  a  few  cases,  will  be 
rectified  in  future. 


INSPECTORS’  REPORTS. 

).  These  reports,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  show  that  a  large  amount  of  routine  work  has  been 
carried  out.  In  the  majority  of  cases  these  reports  are  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  in  my  opinion  this  should  always  be  the  procedure  adopted.  In  four  instances, 
however,  namely  Bulkington,  Coventry,  Farnborough  and  Nuneaton  Rural,  no  reports  have  been 
received,  and  it  is  impossible,  therefore,  to  judge  whether  or  not  the  proper  activity  has  been  displayed 
in  the  performance  of  the  duties.  I  would  urge  the  desirability  of  your  Committee  asking  the 
authorities  concerned  to  supply,  in  the  future,  a  record  of  the  sanitary  work  carried  out. 
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BYE-LAWS. 

76.  I  was  able  to  point  out,  in  my  previous  report,  that  on  the  whole  the  bye-laws  in  operation 
throughout  the  County  were  efficient  and  satisfactory.  There  is  one  case,  however,  this  year,  to 
which  attention  has  been  called,  namely  the  district  of  Southam. 

77.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  advises  that  the  adoption  of  building  bye-laws  should  receive 
the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Council,  and  he  points  out  that  no  less  than  36  new  houses  have 
been  erected  during  the  year  in  that  district.  When  we  consider  how  closely  connected  with  sanitary 
welfare  the  structure  of  the  dwelling  may  be,  it  seems  hardly  possible  to  conceive  that  for  some 
reason  or  other  the  District  Council  should  in  1902  disregard  the  strongly  expressed  opinion  of  its 
sanitary  adviser  to  the  detriment  of  its  ratepayers.  I  would  urge,  therefore,  that  the  necessary  means 
be  taken  to  call  the  attention  of  this  Council  to  its  anomalous  position. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

78.  Much  attention  is  given  in  many  of  the  districts  to  the  provision  of  a  proper  water  supply,  and 

indeed  at  the  present  time  many  of  the  larger  Urban  districts  have  practically  done  away  with  all 

the  polluted  or  suspected  waters  derived  from  surface  wells.  In  Aston  Manor  and  Erdington,  in 

particular,  hardly  a  surface  well  exists,  while  in  many  of  the  other  districts,  Rural  or  quasi  Urban, 
the  extension  of  the  public  water  mains  has  enabled  'many  polluted  wells  to  be  closed. 

79.  As  regards  reports  under  review,  in  two  of  them  particularly  attention  is  called  to  polluted  water. 
Dr,  O’Connor,  in  the  Monks  Kirby  district  reports  that  many  of  the  wells  are  polluted. 

80.  Dr.  Fausset,  of  Tamworth,  also  reports  that  many  of  the  wells  in  Edingale  and  Croxhall  proved 

to  be  unsatisfactory,  while  the  supply  is  also  unsatisfactory  in  Hurley  Village,  Hurley  Common, 
Wood  End  and  Wliateley.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  in  these  particular  instances  and  in 

others  which  must  exist,  special  attention  will  be  devoted  in  the  future  to  this  important 

subject. 

81.  I  called  attention,  in  my  last  report,  to  the  necessity  of  periodical  and  complete  examination  of 
public  water  supplies.  Recent  epidemics  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  shown  the  possibility  of  a  water 
believed  to  be  above  suspicion  producing,  under  temporary  conditions,  an  outbreak  of  disease.  A 
District  Council,  therefore,  does  not  completely  perform  all  its  functions  when  it  establishes  a  water 
supply  known  to  be  pure.  As  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  it  is  the  duty 
of  authorities  to  see  that  the  public  water  supply  is  maintained  in  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  condition, 
and  I  trust  that  in  future  it  will  become  the  regular  procedure  for  all  public  water  supplies  to  be 
analysed  at  regular  and  frequent  intervals.  I  am  of  opinion  that  such  analyses  should  take  place 
at  least  quarterly,  and  in  some  districts  perhaps  oftener,  while,  as  I  have  before  shown,  it  is  important 
that  such  analyses  of  public  supplies  should  be  full  and  complete,  so  that  minute  changes  in  the 
character  of  the  water  may  at  once  be  observed. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

82.  The  scheme  originated  by  me  in  1900  whereby  any  medical  practitioner  in  the  County  could 
have  such  examinations  made  free  of  cost  to  himself,  has  been  utilized  very  largely  in  many  of  the 
districts,  and  this  is  particularly  noticeable  in  Alcester. 

83.  I  regret,  however,  that  full  advantage  has  not  been  taken  of  the  scheme,  and  that  there  is  a 
certain  amount  of  opposition  to  its  full  and  complete  use.  At  times  there  is  no  doubt  that  much 
valuable  information  can  be  given,  though  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  mere  fact  that  a  negative  result 
is  obtained  bacteriologically  is  not  conclusive  that  the  disease  is  absent. 

SPECIAL  DEATH  RATES. 

84.  As  in  previous  years,  I  give  below  a  summary  of  the  death-rates  in  the  County  of  the  three 
principal  Zymotic  diseases,  namely,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  The  following  are 
the  figures  for  the  fourteen  years  during  which  I  have  summarised  the  annual  reports  of  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  : — 
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1889. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

0T2 

Diphtheria. 

012 

Scarlet  Fever. 

o-io 

1890. 

0-07 

0-07 

0-13 

1891. 

0*13 

0-08 

0-20 

1892. 

o-io 

0-08 

0-07 

1893. 

0-19 

0-12 

0-05 

1891. 

0-05 

0-08 

0-05 

1895. 

0-06 

0T9 

0-09 

1896. 

0-11 

0-25 

0-18 

1897. 

0-09 

Oil 

0T2 

1898. 

0T3 

0T0 

0-07 

1899. 

0-25 

0T5 

0-08 

1900. 

0-22 

0-14 

0-04 

1901. 

0-13 

0-16 

O'll 

1902. 

0-09 

0-12 

0T5 

85.  It  is  very  gratifying  indeed  to  observe  that  there  has  been  such  a  remarkable  diminution  in  the 
death-rate  from  Typhoid  Fever.  This  death-rate  is  little  more  than  a  third  of  what  it  was  in 
1899,  and  since  that  year  there  has  been  a  progressive  fall  in  the  rate.  Scarlet  Fever  shows  a  slight 
increase.  This  being  a  disease  of  children,  and  occurring  with  great  regularity  about  every  fourth 
or  fifth  year,  it  is  only  natural  that  we  should  expect  periodical  increases,  particularly  as  in  the  year 
1900  the  lowest  death-rate  from  this  disease  was  registered  during  the  fourteen  years  of  which  we 
have  statistical  information. 


CONCLUSION. 

86.  Though  it  is  not  always  given  to  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  record  very  satisfactory  statistics, 
yet  it  is  only  natural  and  proper  that  an  improvement  in  the  death-rate  should  be  accepted  as  a  source 
of  congratulation.  It  is  the  more  pleasing  in  this  particular  instance  to  be  able  to  report  rates 
in  nearly  every  instance  lower  than  has  ever  been  recorded  since  the  County  has  had  a  sanitary  history. 
It  is  only  fair  to  state  that  as  I  have  previously  mentioned  in  this  report  the  year  1902  was  a 
healthy  one  throughout  the  country,  but  it  is  worthy  of  special  mention  that  while  the  general  death- 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  fell  no  less  than  0'6  per  thousand  of  the  population,  that  of  the  County 
fell  1*03.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  the  opinion  that  much  good  work  is  being  done  in 
nearly  all  the  districts  within  the  Administrative  County.  Schemes  of  sewerage  are  constantly  being 
carried  out,  pnblic  water  supplies  are  being  extended,  and  isolation  hospitals  established,  while  the 
standard  of  sanitary  work  is  undoubtedly  being  improved. 

87.  For  much  of  the  information  contained  in  this  Report  I  am  indebted  to  the  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health.  I  am  also  deeply  indebted  for  the  ready  help  they  have  afforded  me  in  making  enquiries 
in  the  various  districts  ;  for  this  aid,  and  for  the  courteous  treatment  I  have  received  at  their  hands 
I  beg  to  tender  them  my  hearty  thanks. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BOSTOCK  HILL,  M.Sc.,  M.D., 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARIES  OF  ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  MEDICAL 

OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

ASTON  MANOR. 

88.  Mr.  F.  H.  May  is  able  to  report  that  the  year  1902  has  been  a  particularly  healthy  one  in  this 
District.  He  says  : — “The  year  under  review  will,  in  the  main,  show  most  favourably  in  comparison 
with  preceding  years.  Scarlet  Fever  has  continued  prevalent,  and,  as  in  the  two  preceding  years, 
was  especially  so  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  and  the  virulence  of  the  type  of  the 
disease  has  been  maintained.”  He  also  says,  “The  most  welcome  feature  in  the  year’s  history 
is  the  remarkably  lessened  mortality  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  which  is  chiefly,  although  not  entirely 
responsible  for  the  greatly  lessened  death-rate  of  1902.” 

89.  Referring  to  population,  he  points  out  though  the  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  at 
78,481,  that  there  is  a  danger  of  this  being  over-estimated  in  other  than  census  years,  as  the  rate  of 
increase  in  the  Manor  is  not  likely  to  be  so  fast  as  it  has  been,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  district 
is  now  becoming  thoroughly  built-up. 

90.  As  regards  Zymotic  Disease,  Mr.  May  reports  that  the  Zymotic  death-rate  was  only  1*9,  which 
is  1*6  lower  than  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  and  is  the  lowest  Zymotic  death-rate 
recorded.  Referring  to  the  particular  Zymotic  diseases,  he  says  that  Measles  was  chiefly  prevalent 
and  the  mortality  from  this  disease  noticeable  in  the  first  month  of  the  year  when  nearly  half  of 
the  total  deaths  occurred,  24  deaths,  compared  with  29  in  1901  and  32  in  1900  taking  place,  all  of 
them  with  two  exceptions  in  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

91.  The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  notified  was  almost  identical  with 
that  of  the  previous  year,  though  the  mortality  was  slightly  less.  Of  the  62  cases  notified,  the  only 
one  to  which  particular  attention  is  called  is  where  the  mother  and  three  children  suffered  in  one 
house.  Care  was  given  to  discover  if  there  was  any  association  between  the  children  and  the  school 
which  they  attended,  but  nothing  could  be  found. 

92.  As  regards  Scarlet  Fever,  Mr.  May  says  “  The  number  of  cases  of  this  endemic  disease  notified 
during  1902  was  considerably  in  excess  of  that  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  virulence  of  the  type 
as  indicated  by  the  number  of  deaths,  has  been  maintained.  There  were  361  cases  notified,  of 
which  18  proved  fatal,  as  compared  with  306  cases  and  15  deaths  during  1901.” 

93.  The  disease  appears  to  have  been  generally  distributed  throughout  the  District,  but  no  school 

was  so  specially  affected  as  to  render  its  closure  necessary. 

94.  Seven  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year.  These  were  all  sporadic,  one  occurring 
in  February,  one  in  May,  and  the  remaining  five  in  December  in  Reservoir  Ward.  The  first  case 

-jfc 

of  this  latter  batch  was  a  man  living  in  Holborn  Hill,  and  was  probably  associated  with  an  out¬ 
break  in  London,  the  full  particulars  of  which  I  have  given  in  my  quarterly  report.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  know  that  all  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  Re-vaccination  of  all  “  contacts  ”  in  the 
homes,  of  those  who  were  willing,  was  performed,  and  Mr.  May  reports  that  he  wrote  the  employers 

of  the  cases  working  in  Aston  Manor  urging  that  all  who  had  been  in  contact  with  the  sufferers  at 

their  work  should  be  re-vaccinated,  and,  where  the  sufferers  worked  in  other  districts,  he  acquainted 
the  respective  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Local  Government  Board’s 
instructions,  he  informed  the  Vaccination  Officer  of  each  case.  Facilities  were  given  by  the 
Guardians,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  May,  for  re-vaccination. 
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1)5.  Referring  to  Diarrhoea,  Mr.  May  says,  “It  is  pleasing  to  record  a  remarkably  lessened  mortality 
during  the  past  year.  The  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  was  only  41,  as  compared  with  155 
during  the  preceding  year,  which  latter  figure  was  the  lowest  since  1897.” 

96.  He  further  states,  “This  greatly  lessened  mortality  from  autumnal  Infantile  Diarrhoea  is  in  a 

measure  due  to  the  inclement  summer.  The  mean  temperatures  of  July  and  August  were  58'3 
degrees  and  57'5  degrees  Fahr.  respectively,  as  compared  with  64'5  degrees  and  GO'S  degrees  in  the 

corresponding  months  of  the  previous  year,  showing  a  decrease  of  6'2  degrees  in  July,  and  3'0 

degrees  in  August.  Short  periods  of  extremes  of  high  temperature  do  not  appear  to  produce  infantile 
diarrhoea  in  such  an  epidemic  form  as  prolonged  hot  weather.  It  would,  however,  be  fallacious 
to  conclude  that  a  high  diarrheeal  mortality  must  always  be  inevitable  in  continued  summer  heat, 
because  heat  is  after  all  only  a  secondary,  and  not  the  primary  cause.  The  specific  organism  of 

the  disease  is  latent  in  the  polluted  soil  which  surrounds  so  many  dwellings,  and  it  is  not  until  this 
organism  is  rendered  active  and  air-borne  by  a  prolonged  spell  of  hot  weather  that  this  scourge 
begins  to  play  havoc  among  the  badly  cared  for  and  hand-fed  infantile  portion  of  the  population. 
It  is  highly  desirable,  therefore,  to  take  all  possible  steps  to  prevent  pollution  of  the  soil,  by  assiduous 
attention  to  the  paving  and  cleansing  of  the  areas  round  dwelling  houses,  and  to  secure  the 

abolition  of  accumulations  of  foecal  matter  and  other  filth  deposited  in  privies  and  middens  in  close 
proximity  to  dwelling  houses,  by  the  substitution  of  water-closets  with  dry  ashpits.  This  latter  work 
has  proceeded  apace  in  Aston  Manor  during  recent  years,  as  will  be  seen  from  a  later  part  of  this 
Report,  but  its  effect  cannot  of  course  be  immediately  apparent,  for  the  reason  that  soil  which  has 
been  undergoing  constant  pollution  for  many  years  cannot  become  innocuous  for  some  time  to  come. 
This  epidemic  diarrhoea,  so  fatal  among  infants,  is  pre-eminently  a  disease  fostered  by  filth  and 
carelessness,  and  such  sanitary  improvements  as  I  have  indicated,  combined  with  cleanliness  and 
reasonable  care  in  the  feeding  of  (particularly  bottle-fed)  children,  must  eventually  have  their  effect 
in  a  permanent  diminution  of  deaths  from  this  cause.” 

97.  These  remarks  are  in  accordance  with  what  I  have  many  times  previously  stated,  and  it  gives 
point  to  the  suggestions  in  my  first  quarterly  report  for  1903  of  the  importance  of  taking  special 
precautions  in  a  district  so  thickly  populated  as  Aston  Manor  now  is. 

98.  There  was  a  gratifying  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  notified,  the  number 
being  76,  compared  with  114  in  1901,  in  fact  the  number  notified  was  less  than  that  in  any 
preceding  year  since  1895.  Most  of  the  cases  were  single  ones  in  the  houses  where  they  occurred, 
and  no  particular  cause  could  be  discovered. 

99.  Mr.  May  says,  “It  is  generally  recognized  that  this  disease  is  closely  associated  with  insanitary 
conditions,  and  the  carrying  out  of  those  sanitary  measures  indicated  in  the  preceding  section  of  this 
Report  as  being  desirable  to  minimise  the  prevalence  of  Zymotic  Diarrhoea  must  also  ultimately  have 
the  effect  of  decreasing  the  incidence  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  the  district.” 

100.  Perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  feature  of  the  whole  Report  is  the  remarkable  diminution  in  the 
rate  of  Infant  Mortality.  The  number  of  deaths  so  registered  was  299,  compared  with  465  in  the 
preceding  year,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  129  per  thousand  children  born.  This  is  the 
lowest  infantile  death-rate  recorded  for  at  least  ten  years. 

101.  Referring  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District,  Mr.  May  says,  “The  substitution  of  water- 
closets  with  dry  ashpits  for  privies  and  middens  has  been  carried  out  with  greater  results  than  in 
any  previous  year,  no  less  than  835  w.c.’s  (other  than  those  connected  with  new  buildings)  having 
been  put  in  during  the  year,  and  a  corresponding  number  of  privies  and  middens  abolished.  I  have 
visited  several  properties  on  which  offensive  privies  and  middens  existed,  where  it  appeared  likely 
that  legal  proceedings  would  be  required  to  secure  their  conversion  into  w.c.’s,  but  it  was  only 
necessary  to  issue  summonses  in  four  instances.  This  small  number  of  prosecutious,  considered  together 
with  the  large  number  of  conversions  obtained,  shows  that  property  owners  generally  are  now 
becoming  more  favourably  inclined  to  the  abolition  of  the  midden  system  which  sanitary  science  has 
so  long  condemned. 

“For  many  years  all  new  houses  in  the  district  have  been  provided  with  w.c.’s.  The  following 
Table  gives  the  number  of  w.c’s  with  dry  ashpits  substituted  for  privies  and  middens,  and  the 
number  of  new  w.c.’s  erected,  as  supplied  me  by  your  Surveyor,  since  1890. 
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Year. 

W.C.’s  Substituted. 

New  W.C 

1890 

252 

545 

1891 

251 

419 

1892 

181 

491 

1893 

259 

355 

1894 

139 

215 

1895 

164 

262 

1896 

265 

311 

1897 

204 

84 

1898 

217 

71 

1899 

218 

77 

1900 

316 

75 

1901 

732 

96 

1902 

835 

140 

102.  Part  of  the  District  lias  been  systematically  inspected  from  house  to  house.  The  portion  taken 
this  year  was  Tower  Road,  Clifton  Road,  Potter’s  Hill,  and  Potter’s  Lane.  The  value  of  such  a 
systematic  visitation  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  124  privies  and  middens  were  abolished  and  replaced 
by  water-closets. 

Referring  to  the  new  duties  put  upon  sanitary  authorities  by  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act 
which  came  into  operation  during  the  year,  Mr.  May  says  that  he  considers  the  general  sanitary 
condition  of  workshops  in  Aston  Manor  to  be  satisfactory.  Out  of  74  bakehouses,  only  one  is 
underground. 


103.  There  is  much  other  information  as  regards  slaughter-houses,  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops, 
offensive  trades,  and  work  done  in  connection  with  unsound  food,  and  it  is  only  fair  to  state  that 
the  report  shows  that  the  good  work  long  carried  on  in  this  District  has  been  worthily  maintained, 
with  the  result  that,  in  this  the  most  populous  district  in  the  County,  the  mortality  and  other  rates 
are  exceedingly  satisfactory. 


Population. 

78,481 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 
29-4  12-9  1-9  129 


BULKINGTON. 


104.  Mr.  Peacock  reports  a  death-rate  considerably  higher  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  in  1901  this  rate  was  phenomenally  low.  The  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  also 
much  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  namely  163,  compared  with  129,  while  the  Zymotic  death- 
rate  is  also  somewhat  high. 


105.  Mr.  Peacock  congratulates  the  District  Council  on  having  entered  into  a  satisfactory  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  Urban  District  Council,  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
fever  and  other  diseases. 


Population. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

1,562 

34-5  17-8 

3H 

163 

ERDINGTON. 

106.  Although  for  the  four  previous  years  the  death-rate  of  this  important  district  had  never  exceeded 
eleven  and  a  half,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  is  able  to  report  that  during  1902  it  not  only  remained  at 
this  low  level,  but  further  fell  to  9-81,  while  the  Zymotic  death-rate  fell  to  ‘73.  He  says,  “  The 
death-rate  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  since  records  have  existed,  while  the  Zymotic  death-rate  is  also 
the  lowest  recorded  since  the  year  1894.”  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  rate  of  Infant  Mortality, 
which  is  also  much  lower  than  the  average  of  the  County. 

107.  As  regards  Zymotic  disease,  the  year  was  a  remarkably  healthy  one,  and  in  fact,  if  it  were  not 
for  a  few  deaths  from  Diphtheria  which  occurred  in  the  autumn,  the  Zymotic  mortality  would  have 
•been  practically  nil. 
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108.  It  is  recorded  that  Smallpox  was  introduced  into  the  district  for  the  first  time  for  several  years. 

A  sporadic  case  occurred  in  Fentham  Road  in  June,  and  was  promptly  removed  to  hospital,  and 
there  was  no  further  spread  from  this  origin.  In  the  month  of  December,  however,  two  cases  were 
notified  at  the  bottom  of  Gravelly  Hill.  The  following  account  is  given  in  the  Report  of  this 

outbreak.  “  In  the  month  of  December,  two  cases  were  notified  in  Bridge  Road,  Gravelly  Hill. 

On  visiting  the  premises  I  found  that  one  of  the  patients  (who  was  unvaccinated)  had  just  been 

removed  to  Hospital.  While  making  enquiries  as  to  the  possible  origin  of  the  case,  I  observed 

that  an  elder  brother  in  the  house  showed  marks  on  wrists  and  face  of  having  recently  suffered 
from  a  very  mild  attack  of  Smallpox.  The  patient  had  been  so  slightly  ill  that  he  had  not  called 
in  medical  advice,  and  did  not  suspect  that  anything  serious  had  been  the  matter.  He  thought 
he  had  been  bilious  about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  previously,  but  on  questioning  him,  I  found 
that  he  had  been  sufferring  from  symptoms  just  previous  to  the  eruption  which  were  in  agreement 
with  those  observed  in  cases  of  Smallpox.  I  saw  the  medical  attendant,  and  at  once  suggested  that 
a  certificate  should  be  given  for  his  removal  to  hospital,  and  this  was  done  the  same  evening. 

Every  other  inmate  of  the  house  was  re-vaccinated,  and  re-vaccination  was  also  suggested  to  the 

inmates  of  the  adjoining  houses.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  first  case  became  infected  from  the 

one  which  had  been  originally  unsuspected.  This  latter  case  worked  in  Aston  Manor,  where  there 

had  already  been  a  few  cases  recently  notified.” 

109.  Not  a  single  death  was  caused  by  Scarlet  Fever,  and  fewer  cases  were  notified  than  in  previous 
years.  Altogether  only  37  were  reported.  Of  these,  17,  or  nearly  half,  occurred  in  Short  Heath 

Ward. 

110.  As  regards  Diphtheria,  which  has  been  previously  referred  to,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  says,  “I  regret 
to  report  that  Diphtheria  has  been  more  prevalent  than  for  some  time  past.  Altogether  18  cases 
have  been  notified,  5  of  which  proved  fatal.  The  cases  belong  to  the  following  wards: — -Fentham 
Ward,  3;  Moor  End  Ward,  5;  and  Short  Heath  Ward,  10.  Of  the  18  cases,  13  occurred  in  the 
last  quarter,  and  the  majority  of  these  were  associated  with  sanitary  defects  at  one  of  the  public 
elementary  schools.  I  carefully  examined  these,  and  suggested  a  complete  reconstruction  of  the 
latrines,  and  this  was  promptly  carried  out  by  the  Managers  with  good  effect.  The  schools,  too, 
were  completely  disinfected,  and  at  the  present  time  there  have  been  no  cases  for  many  weeks. 
Most  of  the  other  cases  were  sporadic,  and  were  comparatively  mild  in  type,  indeed  the  type  was 
very  different  from  that  associated  with  the  schools  before-mentioned.” 

111.  As  regards  Typhoid  Fever,  two  deaths  were  registered  and  18  cases  notified,  in  each  case  a 
better  record  than  in  the  previous  year.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  10  of  the  cases  were 
notified  from  the  Union  Workhouse  in  paupers  removed  there  on  account  of  illness  from  Birmingham, 
so  that  in  the  district  proper  only  eight  cases  were  reported.  The  only  case  calling  for  remark  was 
one  at  Bromford,  where  the  water  was  largely  polluted,  and  where  also  the  sanitary  arrangements 
were  unsatisfactory,  owing  to  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  of  the  case  there  was  no 
available  sewer  for  drainage.  As  a  result,  the  public  water-mains  have  been  extended,  and  a  scheme 
for  the  proper  and  efficient  drainage  of  this  portion  of  the  district  is  also  in  hand. 

112.  Whooping  Cough,  which  caused  no  death  in  the  previous  year,  was  responsible  for  five  deaths  in 
1902.  Owing  to  this  disease  occurring  in  very  young  children,  it  tends  to  become  epidemic  about 
every  two  years. 

113.  Only  one  death  was  due  to  Infantile  Diarrhoea  outside  the  Union  Workhouse.  Dr.  Bostock 
Hill  calls  attention  to  a  gratifying  fact  in  that  there  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  mortality  from 
Consumption.  Only  four  deaths  were  registered,  compared  with  15  in  the  previous  year. 

114.  As  regards  matters  of  sanitary  importance,  the  only  one  that  may  be  specially  alluded  to  is  the 
effort  that  has  been  made  to  improve  the  methods  of  public  scavenging,  by  the  Surveyor. 


115.  In  conclusion,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  says,  “Nearly  every  house  in  the  District  is  supplied  with 
tap  water,  hospital  accommodation  is  excellent,  and  altogether  the  equipment  of  the  District  may  be 
said  to  be  all  that  could  be  desired.  Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  it  would  indeed  be 
disappointing  if  a  result  such  as  is  indicated  above  were  not  produced.” 


Population. 

17,200 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 
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KENILWORTH. 

116.  Dr.  Wilson  reports  a  very  satisfactory  death-rate  and  also  rate  of  infant  mortality,  and  says 
that  among  causes  of  death,  one  was  attributed  to  Scarlet’  Fever,  one  to  Whooping  Cough,  two  to 
Phthisis,  nine  to  other  forms  of  lung  disease,  six  to  Heart  Disease,  two  to  Cancer,  and  three  to 
Accidents. 


117.  The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  under  the  Act  amounted  to  53,  of 
which  28  were  Scarlet  Fever,  5  Diphtheria,  1  Typhoid  Fever,  8  Erysipelas,  and  11  Chickenpox. 

118.  Referring  to  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Diphtheritic  Sore  Throat,  he  says,  “Only  one  case 
was  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital,  and  all  of  them  recovered.”  The  single  case  of  Typhoid 
Fever  was  an  imported  one,  the  patient  being  a  reservist  who  had  contracted  the  disease  before  his 
return  home,  but  no  other  case  occurred. 


119.  With  regard  to  works  of  a  public  nature,  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “Public  scavenging  has  on  the 
whole  been  fairly  well  carried  out,  and  the  sewers  have  been  kept  regularly  flushed.” 

120.  He  also  records  that  engineers  have  been  called  in  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  a  new  system  of 
sewerage,  owing  to  the  present  one  being  insufficient. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

4,560  19’0  12’7 
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LEAMINGTON. 

121.  Dr.  Browne  reports  birth,  death,  Zymotic  death,  and  infant  mortality  rates  all  slightly  higher 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  still  all  of  them  quite  satisfactory. 

122.  Referring  to  the  subject  of  mortality,  he  says,  “  While  the  mortality  amongst  the  aged  preserves 

the  usual  average,  the  deaths  under  five  years,  I  regret  to  notice,  have  increased  largely  on  the 

previous  year’s  figures.  Of  course,  the  low  temperatures  and  dampness  recorded  in  the  first  and 
last  quarters,  will  account  for  much  of  the  mortality  amongst  both  aged  and  infants.  But,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  gross  errors  on  the  part  of  mothers  among  the  working  classes,  as 
regards  the  feeding,  clothing,  and  general  care  of  children  are  largely  to  blame  for  this  increased 
loss  in  infant  life.” 

123.  As  regards  infectious  diseases,  Dr.  Browne  is  able  to  record  that  not  a  single  case  of 

Smallpox  was  notified,  but  that  125  cases  of  Chickenpox  were  reported.  As  regards  Scarlet  Fever 
93  cases  were  reported  and  75  were  removed  to  hospital.  The  disease  was  chiefly  prevalent  in 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  in  the  North-east,  South-east,  and  West  wards.  Only  one  death 
occurred.  Whooping  Cough  prevailed  in  a  severe  form  during  the  year,  chiefly  in  May,  and  proved 
fatal  in  three  instances.  One  death  and  13  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  recorded. 

124.  Referring  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  Dr.  Browne  says,  “  This  has  been  made  a  voluntary 

notifiable  disease  for  two  years  from  1st  January,  thus  enabling  us  to  advise  as  to  the  best 

methods  of  avoiding  the  spread  of  a  most  infectious  complaint,  and  to  act  promptly  as  to 

disinfection  in  case  of  a  death.  Twenty-two  cases  were  notified,  but  only  five  were  verified 

bacteriologically.  The  printed  notices  as  to  the  dangers  of  spitting  have  not  given  satisfaction  in 
many  places.  Permission  to  hang  up  such  was  in  some  instances  refused.  Spitting,  1  fear,  will 
continue,  until  the  act  is  made  peual.  It  is  too  soon  to  speak  of  any  great  benefits  derived 

from  this  scheme,  but  I  shall  have  to  report  upon  it  next  year,  after  having  taken  the  opinions 
of  my  medical  brethren  as  to  results.” 

125.  This  is  an  important  step,  and  as  far  as  I  know,  Leamington  is  the  only  town  where  a 
system  of  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis  has  been  tried. 

126.  Referring  to  general  sanitary  work,  Dr.  Browne  says,  “The  ‘Mill’  property  has  been  demolished, 

opening  up  a  large  area  to  public  view  .  .  .  the  refuse  destructor  is  completed,  and  will  be  ready  for 

use  when  a  road  of  approach  has  been  made.  This  will  supply  a  long-felt  want  and  should 
prove  a  great  sanitary  boon.” 
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127.  The  public  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory,  and  the  average  quantity  pumped  during  the 
year  was  21'4  gallons  per  head  daily. 

128.  Dr.  Browne  records  that  all  new-  house-drains  are  now  submitted  to  the  water  test. 

129.  He  refers  also  to  the  passing  of  the  Leamington  Corporation  Act,  1902,  and  says  it  is  a 
memorable  feature  in  the  history  of  the  Borough.  The  more  important  sanitary  sections  are  those 
providing  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  in  schools,  and  those  guarding 
against  the  supply  of  milk  from  tuberculous  cows. 

130.  Dr.  Browne  further  says,  “  Ever  since  I  became  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I  have  strongly 
advocated  the  advantages  of  a  public  abbatoir.  I  consider  this  our  most  pressing  need.  At  present 
we  cannot  control  the  sale  of  unwholesome  meat,  and  how  great  are  the  risks  in  the  consumption 
of  such  food  it  would  be  difficult  to  say.” 


131.  Dr.  Browne  regrets  that  he  is  unable  to  furnish  the  meteorological  report,  owing  to  the 

retirement  from  business  of  Mr.  J.  Barnitt,  who  for  a  long  period  of  years  gratuitously  furnished 
the  result  of  his  observations.  He  says,  “  I  understand  that  a  new  observatory  will  be  erected 
when  a  suitable  site  has  been  found.”  I  should  like  here  to  say  how  important  I  consider  this 

from  every  point  of  view.  Leamington,  situated  as  it  is  in  the  southern  part  of  the  County, 

and  having  a  climate  and  conditions  almost  peculiar  to  that  portion  of  the  County,  should  certainly 
be  a  place  where  meteorological  observations  are  taken,  and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  no  time  will 
be  lost  in  erecting  a  modern  up-to-date  observatory. 

132.  From  the  Inspector's  Report  it  appears  that  much  excellent  work  has  been  done.  He  refers 

to  the  fact  that  in  one  case  a  vendor  of  unsound  meat,  “  Deposited  for  the  purpose  of  sale,” 
was  prosecuted,  and  the  owner  convicted  and  fined  £10  and  costs.  In  the  case  of  a  sample  of 

milk  containing  no  less  than  27%  of  added  water,  a  fine  of  £5  was  inflicted. 


133.  A  point  of  importance  refers  to  the  books  belonging  to  the  Free  Library  found  on  infected 
premises.  The  Inspector  reports  that  in  each  case  the  books  were  disinfected  before  being  returned 
to  the  Librarian,  and  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  being  notified  to  him,  no  books  were  issued 
to  anyone  living  at  infected  premises  for  a  given  period. 


Vital  Statistics. 
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NUNEATON  AND  CHILVERS  COTON. 

134.  Mr.  Peacock  is  again  able  to  report  lower  death,  Zymotic,  and  infant  mortality  rates  than 
in  the  previous  year,  and  no  doubt  the  health  of  the  District  was  better  in  1902  than  it  has 
been  for  a  long  time  past. 

135.  One  case  of  Smallpox  was  reported  on  April  4th  in  a  tramp.  Although  he  had  been  vaccinated 
in  infancy,  he  only  showed  one  slight  scar.  The  case,  however,  proved  a  mild  one.  He  was  at 
once  removed  to  the  infectious  hospital. 

136.  Scarlet  Fever  was  slightly  more  prevalent  than  in  1901,  211  cases  being  reported,  as  against 
167  in  that  year.  The  deaths,  however,  were  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  namely  10. 

137.  An  important  fact  in  the  Report  of  which  note  must  be  made,  is  that  Mr.  Peacock  says, 
“The  disease  in  a  great  measure  has  been  spread  by  direct  contagion,  and  lack  of  hospital 
accommodation.  ’  ’ 

138.  An  increased  prevalence  of  Diphtheria  has  been  shown,  26  cases  occurring  as  against  9  in 
1901.  In  connection  with  this  epidemic  I  may  add  that  I  personally  visited  the  District,  and 
made  enquiries  in  company  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisauces. 
A  copy  of  my  report,  which  has  already  been  presented  to  you,  is  appended  by  Mr.  Peacock  to 
his  Report,  and  I  need  not  therefore  further  refer  to  it. 

139.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  only  comparatively  slightly  prevalent,  and  the  same  remark 
applies  to  Influenza.  Diarrhoea  was  also  less  prevalent  than  in  the  previous  year ;  but  the  most 
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gratifying  and  extraordinary  feature  of  the  Report  is  the  diminution  recorded  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  Typhoid  Fever.  The  total  number  notified  in  1902  was  11,  compared  with  77  in  the 
previous  year. 

140.  Mr.  Peacock  refers  to  the  necessity  for  improved  hospital  accommodation,  both  for  Smallpox 
and  general  infectious  diseases. 


141.  The  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  shows  that  much  valuable  work  has  been  done,  and 
that  while  197  houses  have  been  disinfected,  no  less  than  1,059  lots  of  infected  bedding  have  been 
stoved  or  destroyed. 


Population. 

26,084 
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RUGBY. 

142.  Dr.  Wilson  records  a  death-rate,  which  he  describes  as  a  very  low  one,  of  11*8  per  thousand, 
compared  with  11'3  for  the  preceding  year,  while  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  particularly  satisfactory 
being  only  109  per  thousand  births. 

143.  Among  the  causes  of  death,  24  were  attributed  to  Measles,  3  to  Whooping  Cough,  1  to  Enteric 
Fever,  2  to  Diarrhoea,  and  13  to  Phthisis. 

144.  Referring  to  the  outbreak  of  Measles,  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “It  occurred  towards  the  close  of 
the  first  quarter,  and  at  the  outset  the  disease  became  more  especially  prevalent  among  the  children 
attending  St.  Andrew’s  Schools,  when  I  gave  a  certificate  to  close  these  Schools  till  after  Easter. 
It  then  became  prevalent  among  the  children  attending  St.  Matthew’s  Schools,  and  I  also  gave  a 
certificate  to  close  these  Schools.  Just  before  Easter  the  number  of  absentees  in  all  the  other 
Elementary  Schools  began  to  increase  on  account  of  the  general  prevalence  of  the  disease,  and  I 
therefore  advised  that  all  the  Elementary  Schools  should  be  kept  closed  for  a  longer  period  then 
usual  over  the  Easter  holidays.  This  had  the  effect  of  checking  further  spread,  and  on  the  re-opening 
of  the  Schools,  the  epidemic  had  practically  ceased.” 


145.  Only  one  death  was  attributed  to  Enteric  Fever,  and  this  was  associated  with  a  defective 

water-closet.  There  were  no  deaths  recorded  due  either  to  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  or  any  other 

kind  of  fever. 

146.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  number  of  cases  notified  has  been  small,  namely  65  compared  with 
152  in  the  previous  year.  In  summing  up  his  remarks  on  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease, 

Dr.  Wilson  says,  “With  the  exception,  however,  of  the  prevalence  of  Measles  in  the  early  part 

of  the  year,  the  general  health  of  the  town  has,  on  the  whole,  continued  to  be  very  satisfactory, 

as  evinced  by  the  very  low  general  death-rate,  the  low  rate  of  infant  mortality,  and  the  comparatively 

small  number  of  cases  of  disease  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act.” 

147.  An  important  fact  referred  to  in  the  Report  is  that  the  General  Smallpox  Hospital  at 

Lawford  Heath  was  commenced  some  time  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  I  trust, 

too,  that  progress  will  be  made  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  a  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  other 

cases  of  infectious  disease.” 

148.  Reference  is  made  to  the  new  duties  imposed  by  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act  of  1901, 

and  a  list  is  given  of  the  •  factories  and  workshops  on  the  Register. 

149.  The  District  shows  every  sign  of  progress,  as  7  new  streets  were  taken  over  during  the  year, 

and  14  new  ones  are  in  course  of  construction,  while  a  large  number  of  plans  for  new  houses  were 

approved  by  the  Council. 

150.  As  regards  public  works,  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  The  principal  public  work  carried  out  during 

the  year  was  the  construction  of  the  Brownsover  Mill  Reservoir  and  the  laying  of  the  large  main  to 

the  pumping  station.  The  construction  of  the  reservoir  will  not  only  ensure  sufficient  storage,  but 
will  greatly  assist  in  improving  the  quality  of  the  river  supply  by  sedimentation,  by  avoiding  the 
disturbances  of  flood  water,  and  by  excluding  the  water  from  the  Hillmorton  Brook.” 
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151.  The  public  abbatoir,  providing  five  separate  slaughter-houses,  is  nearing  completion,  and  Dr  Wilson 
considers  that  it  will  relieve  the  great  inconvenience  to  those  who  have  to  hire  private  slaughter¬ 
houses,  and  ultimately  lead  to  the  removal  of  those  in  the  centre  and  crowded  parts  of  the  town. 


152.  The  Report  of  the  Inspector  shows  that  the  routine  work  of  inspection  of  slaughter-houses, 
bakehouses,  common  lodging-houses,  etc.,  has  been  well  carried  out,  and  it  records,  also,  that  six 
samples  of  food  were  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  "by  the  Inspector,  for  analysis. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate. 
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STRATFORD-ON-AVON. 

153.  Dr.  Thomson  reports  that  the  death-rate  for  this  Borough  was  extremely  low,  namely  13-9,  and 
below  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years,  and  that  the  Infantile  death-rate  was  also  satisfactory, 
Diarrhoea,  that  scourge  of  infant  life,  not  causing  a  single  death. 


154.  Referring  to  infectious  diseases,  he  reports  that  a  case  of  Smallpox  was  notified  in  December. 

The  patient  was  a  tramp,  who  came  from  Coventry  on  December  25th.  It  is  probable  that  he  was 

infected  either  at  Monmouth  or  Aberdare.  Only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified,  in  a  child 

who  developed  the  disease  subsequent  to  an  attack  of  Scarlet  Fever.  This  proved  fatal.  Scarlet 

Fever  was  more  prevalent  than  usual.  It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  all  the  cases  but  two  were 
sent  to  hospital. 

155.  Two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified,  one  imported  from  Chipping  Campden.  The  other 
appears  to  have  contracted  the  disease  away  from  home,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  cause  of  it  was 
the  eating  of  oysters. 


156.  No  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease. 

■■ 

157.  A  register  of  workshops,  factories  and  bakehouses  is  being  prepared,  and  due  inspection  as 
required  is  carried  out. 
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158.  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  calls  attention  to  the  very  large  increase  in  the  population  of  the  Borough, 
and  refers  to  the  great  difficulty  of  calculating  the  population  with  accuracy  in  non-census  years. 


159.  The  death-rate  has  been  very  satisfactory,  and  practically  identical  with  the  three  previous 

years,  while  the  Zymotic  death-rate  is  fractionally  lower  than  the  two  previous  years.  The  rate  of 

infant  mortality  may  be  said  to  be  fairly  satisfactory,  though  a  trifle  higher  than  in  1900  and  1901. 

160.  Only  10  deaths  were  registered  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases,  and  of  these  4  were 
due  to  Whooping  Cough,  2  to  Scarlet  Fever,  2  to  Measles,  1  to  Typhoid,  and  1  to  Diarrhoea. 

161.  Referring  to  the  notification  of  Chicken-pox  which  has  been  made  compulsory,  he  says,  “  Enquiries 
have  been  made  in  all  cases  as  to  vaccination  and  other  conditions  of  the  patient,  and  as  a  result  two 
families  were  found  in  which  the  members  were  unvaccinated,  and  information  was  at  once  forwarded 
to  the  Vaccination  Officer  of  this  fact.” 

162.  Scarlet  Fever  was  slightly  less  prevalent  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  disease  generally  was 

of  a  mild  type.  Out  of  72  cases  notified,  oidy  two  deaths  occurred.  Not  a  single  death  was 

due  to  Diphtheria,  and  only  6  cases  were  notified,  while  of  Typhoid  Fever  only  4  cases  were 

notified,  of  which  one  proved  fatal.  This  case  occurred  in  a  commercial  traveller  who  returned  home 
ill,  and  died  a  few  days  after  his  return.  Of  the  three  others,  it  is  almost  certain  that  two  were 
imported,  while  in  no  case  was  anything  insanitary  found  at  the  dwellings  of  the  patients.  Attention 
is  called  to  the  fact  that  not  a  single  death  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  from  Diarrhoea. 
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163.  Ref  err  i  ng  to  Phthisis,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  says,  “I  regret  to  report  that  the  number  of  deaths 
due  to  this  disease  has  somewhat  increased,  the  figure  being  13  compared  with  9  in  the  previous 
year.  This  gives,  therefore,  a  percentage  on  the  total  deaths  of  6'9,  a  fairly  satisfactory  figure  compared 
with  the  country  at  large.” 

164.  Referring  to  the  sanitary  condition  at  the  end  of  the  year,  he  says,  “There  cannot  be  the  least 
doubt  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  has  changed  for  the  better  during  the  year.  Much 
work  has  been  done,  making  for  improved  health  conditions,  while  the  only  diseases  prevalent  were 
Measles  and  Chicken-pox,  there  being  hardly  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  or  other  Zymotic  disease 
known  to  the  department  at  the  end  of  the  year.” 

165.  Much  work  has  been  done  in  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  department  in  improving  the  sewering 
of  the  town  and  in  making  connections  from  houses  to  the  sewers.  Forty -seven  ashpits  have  been 
converted  into  water-closets  during  the  year,  and  several  so-called  “  waterless  ”  water-closets  have 
been  supplied  with  flushing  cisterns. 

166.  The  report  details  the  work  done  in  the  inspection  of  slaughter-houses,  dairies  and  cow-sheds,  &c., 
while  the  proceedings  carried  on  under  the  new  Factories  and  Workshops  Act  are  given. 

167.  In  conclusion,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  says,  “It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  can  again  point  out  the 
satisfactory  nature  of  the  figures  in  this  report.  It  not  only  shows  a  death-rate  which  will  compare 
favourably  with  most  of  the  so-called  health  resorts,  but  with  the  exception  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Chickenpox,  it  has  been  remarkably  free  from  infectious  desease.  It  is,  however,  even  more  satisfactory 
to  be  able  to  record  the  many  advances  which  have  been  made  in  the  improvement  of  the  general 
sanitary  condition.  I  refer  particularly  to  the  extension  of  the  sewers  in  those  parts  of  the  Borough 
not  hitherto  served,  and  although,  looking  at  the  fact  that  there  is  a  term  to  human  existence 
past  which  it  is  impossible  to  extend  it,  and  that  therefore  the  present  death-rate  cannot  be  very 
much  reduced,  yet,  as  the  density  of  the  population  increases,  it  is  only  by  such  wise  measures  of 
sanitary  development  that  the  present  remarkably  healthy  condition  of  the  town  can  be  maintained.” 
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168.  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  Although  the  vital  statistics  of  the  Borough  are  not  quite  so  satisfactory 

as  during  the  last  few  years,  so  far  as  the  general  death-rate  and  the  rate  of  infant  mortality 
indicate,  still  the  Zymotic  death-rate,  which  was  largely  due  to  Whooping  Cough,  is  comparatively  low, 
and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred,  and  only 
one  case  of  Diphtheria.” 

169.  The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  amounted  to  177,  and  consisted  of  1 

case  of  Smallpox,  123  of  Scarlet  Fever,  1  of  Diphtheria,  1  of  Puerperal  Fever,  30  of  Erysipelas, 

and  21  of  Chickenpox. 

170.  The  case  of  Smallpox  recorded  was  in  a  Police  recruit,  from  Bampton,  in  Oxfordshire,  who 
contracted  the  disease  there,  before  he  was  received  into  the  Police  Quarters. 

171.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  only  disease  at  all  prevalent  was  Scarlet  Fever,  and  this 

generally  was  of  a  very  mild  type.  Dr.  Wilson  says,  in  referring  to  this,  “  Indeed  it  is  the 
mildness  of  type  which,  in  recent  years,  Scarlet  Fever  has  fortunately  assumed,  which  renders  it  so 
difficult  to  keep  it  in  check,  in  spite  of  hospital  isolation  and  all  other  precautionary  measures,  because 
some  of  the  cases  are  so  slight  that  they  escape  notice  altogether.  Then,  too,  there  is  another 
agency  in  the  spread  of  this  and  other  diseases  which  specially  affects  child  life,  and  that  is  the 
growing  tendency,  more  especially  marked  in  towns,  to  convert  the  infant  departments  of  elementary 
schools  into  nurseries.  As  soon  as  a  child  is  able  to  toddle  about  it  is  sent  to  school.  That 

may  be  a  very  good  thing  in  itself,  but  it  is  in  this  way  that  diseases  such  as  Scarlet  Fever, 

Measles,  and  Whooping  Cough  are  largely  spread.” 

172.  In  respect  to  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  Dr.  Wilson  reports  that  public 
scavenging  has  been  fairly  well  carried  out,  and  that  continuous  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
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numerous  dilapidations  and  sanitary  defects  which  are  constantly  cropping  up  in  an  old  town  like 
Warwick. 

173.  Refering  to  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  during  1902,  Dr. 

Wilson  says,  “Those  in  Summer  Row  were  put  into  habitable  repair,  and  the  dwellings  enlarged  by 
throwing  two  into  one.  And  last  year  a  closing  order  was  obtained  for  Gent’s  Buildings  and  the 
three-storied  block  in  Burton’s  Court.  Some  of  the  dwellings  in  Gent’s  Buildings  have  been 
demolished,  but  some  are  still  left  standing,  though  closed,  and  for  these  and  the  others  closed  in 
Burton’s  Court  a  demolition  order  has  become  necessary.  I  have  not  unduly  pressed  matters,  because 
I  know  the  great  difficulty  there  is  in  obtaining  dwellings  for  those  who  are  displaced,  or  even  in 
cases  of  overcrowding.  Still  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  new  houses  which  are  being  erected  close 

by,  will  very  materially  assist  in  the  betterment  of  house  accommodation  throughout  the  Borough 
generally,  even  though  none  of  the  very  poor  people  who  are  turned  out  can  afford  to  become 
tenants  of  any  of  these  new  dwellings.  But  as  the  new  houses  become  occupied  there  is  given 

some  prospect,  slight  though  it  be,  of  a  general  levelling  up,  and  the  more  so  as  the  population 
of  Warwick,  as  shown  in  the  last  Census  returns,  has  remained  practically  stationary.  The  number 
of  new  houses  erected,  and  almost  all  of  them  nearing  completion,  amounts  to  20,  and  eight  of 
these  are  occupied.” 

174.  Under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  26  bakehouses  and  61  workshops  have  been  registered. 
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175.  Mr.  Browne  records  a  death-rate  of  13 '85,  which  is  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Only  four  deaths  were  due  to  Zymotic  disease,  giving  the  very  low  rate  of  ‘35  per  thousand,  and 

of  these,  2  were  due  to  Whooping  Cough,  1  to  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1  to  Diphtheria.  The  infant 

mortality  rate  is  also  very  satisfactory,  being  only  77  per  thousand  registered  births. 

176.  Although  only  one  death  was  registered  as  due  to  Scarlet  Fever,  113  cases  have  been  notified, 
showing  the  extraordinary  mildness  of  the  disease.  Referring  to  this  disease,  Mr.  Browne  says, 
“  It  will  be  seen  that  out  of  the  eighty-four  households  attacked,  in  fifty-two  only  one  individual 
in  each  household  contracted  the  disease,  and  the  proportion  would  have  been  greater  still  had  there 
been  more  accommodation  at  the  Infectious  Hospital,  several  of  the  cases  having  to  wait  a  week  or 
more  before  removal.” 

177.  Diphtheria,  though  showing  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  has  still  been  somewhat 
prevalent,  36  cases  having  occurred.  It  is  very  remarkable,  however,  that  only  one  case  proved 
fatal.  Referring  to  this  disease,  Mr.  Browne  says,  “  The  medical  men  in  Alcester  have  undoubtedly 
prevented  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  having  a  bacteriological  examination  made  of  suspicious 
cases  of  sore  throat,  and,  where  diphtheria  bacilli  have  been  found,  the  patients  have  been  isolated 
at  home  or  at  the  Infectious  Hospital  till  the  subsequent  examinations  have  shewn  the  absence 
of  bacilli.  One  hundred  and  sixty-three  examinations  have  been  made  by  the  County  Bacteriologist 
during  the  year.” 

178.  Mr.  Browne  reports  that  he  has  during  the  year  made  special  inspections  of  Studley,  Alcester, 
Wilmcote,  Oversley  and  Arrow,  and  submitted  reports  to  the  District  Council  on  the  same. 

179.  Referring  to  isolation  hospital  accommodation,  Mr.  Browne  says,  “I  reported  to  you  on  the 
want  of  further  accommodation  for  nurses  and  servants,  and  you  have  greatly  improved  the 
accommodation  by  the  erection  of  two  bedrooms  adjoining  the  administrative  block,  and  one  nurses’ 
room  attached  to  the  smaller  of  the  two  wooden  blocks.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  owing  to 
the  possibility  of  Smallpox  being  brought  into  the  District,  I  advised  you  to  fit  up  a  temporary 
block  for  immediate  use  and  move  it  as  far  as  possible  from  the  other  blocks,  and  later  on  in  the 
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year  I  visited  with  your  Inspector  and  reported  on  some  sites  for  the  erection  of  a  small  permanent 
hospital  for  the  treatment  of  Smallpox  only.  On  our  recommendation,  you  chose  a  site  behind 
the  present  sanatorium  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  it,  a  third  of  a  mile  from  the  Workhouse,  and  half 
a  mile  from  the  town  of  Alcester,  and  obtained  a  lease  of  half  an  acre  of  ground.” 

180.  Mr.  Browne  further  says,  “The  question  of  the  provision  of  a  disinfector  at  the  infectious 
hospital  was  considered  during  the  year,  and  after  a  visit  to  the  infectious  hospital  at  Kings  Norton, 
I  made  a  report  to  the  Joint  Hospital  Committee  advising  them  to  purchase  one  of  Dr.  Thresh’s 
Steam  Disinfectors  and  have  it  erected  in  a  suitable  building.  The  Hospital  Committee  decided 
to  adopt  my  suggestion,  but  after  receiving  the  report  of  the  Committee,  you  decided  to  adjourn 
the  matter.  The  present  arrangement  of  using  the  Stratford  Disinfector  has  been  made  use  of 
in  each  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  where  the  patient  has  not  been  promptly  removed,  except  when  the 
bedding  to  be  disinfected  could  be  destroyed  and  replaced  at  a  smaller  cost  than  would  be  incurred 
by  its  removal  to  Stratford.” 


181.  The  water  supply  of  Studley  has  been  improved  by  the  East  Worcestershire  Water  Co.  bringing 
their  supply  into  the  District.  The  Alcester  Water  Co.  continue  to  cut  off  the  supply  of  water 
during  the  night,  though  the  improvement  noted  last  year  in  the  regular  supply  during  the  daytime 
has  been  maintained,  and  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  pumping  arrangements. 


182.  Scavenging  appears  to  have  been  well  carried  out  at  Alcester  and  Studley,  where  it  is  done 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Inspector ;  but  at  Bidford  and  Ipsley,  it  is  done  by  contract,  and 
the  Inspector  states  that  the  vU-k  has  been  fairly  well  done. 

183.  As  regards  Dairies,  Cow-sheds  and  Milk-shops,  Mr.  Browne  says,  “New  regulations  as  to  these 
have  been  adopted,  which  are  practically  the  old  regulations  classified  and  simplified.” 
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184.  Mr.  Mears,  in  presenting  his  annual  report,  says,  “It  is  pleasing  to  bo  able  to  state  that  the 
year  has  been  a  very  healthy  one,  the  rate  of  mortality  being  the  lowest  I  have  had  to  record  since 
I  was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  1885.” 

185.  As  ah  instance  of  the  improvement  in  the  health  conditions,  it  appears  that  only  104  cases 
were  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  compared  with  330  in  the  previous 
year,  while  the  return  for  1902  includes  the  very  mild  disease  of  Chickenpox,  which  was  not 
included  in  previous  years. 

186.  Scarlet  Fever  was  the  cause  of  67  notifications  only,  of  which  3  proved  fatal,  and  owing  to 

its  prevalence  at  Hartshill,  the  school  there  was  closed  for  fourteen  days.  Mr.  Mears  says,  “  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  great  carelessness  is  still  often  displayed  by  parents  in  mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
In  a  considerable  number  of  cases,  patients  have  been  brought  to  the  Infectious  Hospital  desquamating, 
and  must  have  had  the  disease  quite  a  fortnight  before  they  were  notified  to  me.  It  is  useless 
going  to  the  great  expense  of  Isolation  Hospitals  unless  more  care  is  taken  by  all  concerned.” 

187.  Mr.  Mears  records  that  representatives  from  the  Atherstone  Council  met  the  Isolation 

Hospital  Sub-Committee,  and  agreed  to  join  with  Nuneaton  Urban  and  Rural  districts,  Foleshill 
and  Bulkington,  in  the  provision  of  a  joint  Smallpox  Hospital,  and  also  to  provide  a  proper 
up-to-date  hospital  in  their  district  available  for  the  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  other  than 
Smallpox. 

188.  As  regards  sanitary  work,  Mr.  Mears  records  that  128  pounds  of  unwholesome  meat  was 

condemned  by  him  in  the  Atherstone  market,  the  owner  being  fined  £5,  as  it  was  only  a  first 

offence. 

189.  Dealing  with  the  parishes  in  detail,  referring  to  Atherstone,  Mr.  Mears  says,  “Steps  have  been 
taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  to  improve  the  state  of  the  courts  of  the 
town  ■  notably  ten  houses  in  the  King’s  Arms  yard  have  been  closed,  and  the  present  owner  is  making 
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extensive  alterations  and  improvements  in  them.”  The  sewers  of  the  town  have  been  improved, 
notably  the  Station  Street  sewer,  which  was  found  to  be  improperly  laid.  The  sewers  in  Coleshill 
Street  and  Richmond  Road  have  been  cleaned  and  flushed,  and  the  sewer  under  the  Canal  cleaned  out. 

190.  Referring  to  the  much-needed  improvement  at  Hartshill,  to  which  I  have  previously  called  the 
attention  of  the  County  Council,  Mr.  Mears  says,  “The  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  Chapel  End  and 
Coppice  Lane  into  the  Nuneaton  Urban  District  has  been  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  the  work  will  be  commenced  at  an  early  date.” 


191.  Mr.  Mears  also  refers  to  the  water  supply  for  Baddesley,  Baxterley,  Bentley  and  Mere  vale,  with 
an  additional  supply  for  Atlierstone,  and  says,  “  In  my  annual  report  for  last  year  I  said,  *  The  District 
Council  have  not  only  entered  into  a  contract  for  their  part  of  the  work,  but  a  large  part  of  the  work 

has  been  completed,  whereas,  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  of  sinking  the  well  had  not  even 

begun.’  And  now  all  the  mains  have  been  laid  long  ago,  but  there  is  no  water.  I  cannot  ascertain  the 

exact  state  of  affairs  at  the  well,  but  I  do  think  it  is  becoming  a  public  scandal  that  all  this 

delay  should  occur  in  a  vital  matter  as  the  supply  of  pure  water  to  such  a  large  area  is.” 
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192.  Dr.  Findlay  records  the  somewhat  curious  fact  that  it  is  shown  by  the  recent  census  that  the 
number  of  females  in  this  District  is  less  than  the  males.  He  says  this  may  be  due  in  part  to 
many  young  girls  going  to  the  towns  to  domestic  service. 

193.  As  regards  the  death-rate,  it  is  shown  that  that  for  1902  was  considerably  below  the  average  of 
the  last  seven  years,  in  fact  it  is  the  lowest  death-rate  recorded  in  the  eight  years  since  the 
District  was  formed.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  very  satisfactory,  being  only  72,  as  against 
an  average  of  111  for  the  last  seven  years. 

194.  The  District  appears  to  have  been  very  free  from  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  with  the  exception 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  this  was  less  prevalent  than  in  the  previous  year.  It  is  very  interesting  to 
note  that  not  only  was  no  fatal  case  of  Diarrhoea  reported,  but  that  neither  Enteric  Fever  nor 
Diphtheria  were  recorded  in  any  instance  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

195.  As  regards  the  action  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease  in  the  District,  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  Smallpox  in  the  country  a  resolution  was  passed  that  Chickenpox  be  added  to  the 
list  of  notifiable  diseases. 


196.  The  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  in  almost  constant  use,  and  Dr.  Findlay  says  it  has  proved 
most  useful  in  preventing  the  further  spread  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

197.  Referring  to  the  accommodation  at  the  Hospital,  Dr.  Findlay  says,  “There  have  been  no 
cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  District  now  for  two  years,  so  that  the  one  set  of  wards  at  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital  has  been  sufficient  so  far  for  the  needs  of  the  District,  but,  had  any  cases  of 
Diphtheria  appeared  in  the  district,  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  have  removed  them  to 
the  Hospital.” 

1 98.  In  oi-der  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease,  the  following  schools  were  closed : — Cherington  from 
February  10th  to  the  22nd;  Stretton-on-Fosse  from  May  23rd  to  June  22nd,  and  from  November 
17th  till  December  6th;  Whichford  from  July  8th  until  July  21st,  and  Butlers  Marston  from 
October  6th  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

199.  In  order  that  there  might  be  means  for  perfectly  isolating  a  case  of  Smallpox,  the  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  Committee  have  had  two  huts  erected  in  a  distant  part  of  the  field  where  the 
Isolation  Hospital  stands,  at  Shipston-on-Stour. 

200.  As  regards  sanitary  work  undertaken,  Dr.  Findlay  refers  to  the  water  supply  of  the  upper  part 
of  Lower  Brailcs.  He  says,  “The  fountain  has  been  repaired,  and  a  »ew  tap  put  on  the  fountain 
at  Upper  Brailcs.” 
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201.  He  also  reports  that  nothing  has  been  yet  done  to  improve  the  water  supply  of  the  village 
of  Halford,  and  suggests  that  a  new  well  should  be  sunk  in  the  upper  part  of  the  village. 

202.  At  Ilmington  the  water  main  has  been  extended  towards  the  lower  part  of  the  village,  which 
is  said  to  be  a  great  improvement. 

203.  At  Stretton-on-Fosse  the  water  is  reported  to  be  “  not  quite  satisfactory,”  as  several  of  the 
wells  are  liable  to  easily  become  polluted. 

204.  At  Pillerton  Hersey  a  considerable  length  of  new  sewer  is  at  present  being  laid  to  replace  the 
old  stone  one. 


205.  At  Honington  the  village  has  been  supplied  with  water  by  a  branch  from  the  Shipston-on- 
Stour  Water  Works.  A  complete  sewerage  system  has  been  laid  down  with  septic  tank  and  coal 
filters,  and  Dr.  Findlay  says  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  arranged  villages  from  a  sanitary  point  of 
view  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate. 

6,267  26-8  13*9  0-16 

CASTLE  BROMWICH. 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

72 


206.  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  reports  very  satisfactory  rates  for  this  District,  particularly  the  rate  of  infant 
mortality.  As  regards  Zymotic  diseases,  it  appears  that  Measles  was  somewhat  excessively  preva¬ 
lent  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  the  Schools  at  Minworth  were  therefore  closed  for  a 
period  of  three  weeks  in  the  beginning  of  December. 


207.  Only  seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  recorded. 

208.  Much  work  has  been  done  in  the  improvement  of  the  water  supply,  no  less  than  35  additional 
houses  having  been  supplied  with  tap  water,  and  in  addition  an  agreement  has  been  signed  for 
the  further  extension  of  the  mains  in  Castle  Bromwich,  so  that  a  considerable  new  area  of  that 
District  will,  in  the  immediate  future,  be  supplied. 

209.  As  regards  sewage  disposal,  the  report  records  the  fact  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  tenders 
were  applied  for  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  drainage  of  Curdworth  and  Minworth.  Much  work  has 
been  done  in  flushing  the  sewers  of  Castle  Bromwich  and  Water  Orton,  with  excellent  effect. 


210.  Referring  to  scavenging,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  says,  “As  far  as  is  possible  under  the  existing 
arrangements,  this  necessary  sanitary  work  has  been  carried  out,  but,  in  districts  as  populous 
as  Castle  Bromwich  and  Water  Orton,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  impossible  to  avoid  nuisance  unless 
some  system  of  public  scavenging  is  introduced.  On  referring  to  the  Inspector’s  Report,  it  will  be 
seen  that  no  less  than  171  nuisances  were  caused  by  ashpits  and  privies;  in  fact  the  heaviest  item 
in  the  whole  of  his  Report  is  nuisance  arising  from  these  sources.  It  is  acknowledged  now,  that 
one  of  the  most  important  aids  to  sanitation  is  complete  and  early  removal  of  waste  matters 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  dwelling,  and  as  long  as  scavenging  is  left  to  private  initiative,  this  can 
never  be  done.  Deposits  are  allowed  to  collect  until  the  receptacles  are  overflowing,  and  no 
amount  of  inspection  can  prevent  such  occurrences.  On  the  other  hand,  under  a  scheme  of 
scavenging  at  frequent  intervals  by  the  authorities,  removals  take  place  at  specified  intervals,  and 
large  accumulations  of  household  refuse  are  in  this  way  prevented.  In  my  opinion,  therefore,  the 
time  has  arrived  when,  at  all  events  for  the  two  more  important  districts,  some  scheme, 
either  undertaken  by  the  authority  or  by  contract,  should  be  originated.  In  connection  with  this 
matter,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  upwards  of  twenty  privies  have  been  converted  into 
water-closets.” 


211.  The  Report  records  the  value  of  the  notification  of  Chickenpox  in  two  instances  where  the 
Inspector  discovered  that  patients  so  suffering  had  not  been  vaccinated,  and,  on  reporting  the 
matter  to  the  proper  officer,  successful  vaccination  was  performed. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population. 

2,850 


Birth-rate. 

27-3 


Death-rate. 

10-5 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 
1-05 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

64 
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COVENTRY. 


212.  Mr.  Iliffe  reports  that  the  whole  of  this  District  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  good  sanitary  working 
condition.  Referring  to  infectious  diseases,  he  says,  “  There  have  been  a  few  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  in  Saint  Michael’s  (Without)  the  origin  of  which  is  obscure;  but  in  each  case  Scarlet  Fever 
had  existed  some  years  ago  in  the  same  household.  All  patients  were  isolated,  and  no  spread  of 
the  disease  took  place.” 


213.  Diphtheria  broke  out  at  a  farm  near  Stoke  Green,  but  no  fata)  case  occurred.  Mr.  Iliffe 
attributes  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  to  the  discharge  of  a  drain  into  a  pit  near  the  house  rendering 
the  water  very  offensive  and  unfit  for  cattle.  He  says,  “  I  am  strengthened  in  my  belief  by  the 
authority  of  the  veterinary  surgeon  who  attended  a  milking  cow  which  died  from  typhoid,  and 
three  others  suffering  from  blood  poisoning,  all  of  which  drank  at  the  pit  into  which  the  drain 
emptied  itself.”  It  appears  that  this  objectionable  condition  has  been  removed. 


Population. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

318 

28-3  9-43 

Nil 

Nil. 

FARNBOROUGH. 

214.  Mr.  Franey  reports  satisfactorily  on  this  District.  Only  eleven  cases  of  infectious 
disease  were  notified,  and  these  were  all  Scarlet  Fever.  The  houses  were  disinfected  on  receipt  of 
notice,  and  in  no  instance  did  the  disease  spread  to  any  serious  extent. 


215.  Mr.  Franey  reports  that  a  farm-house  was  taken  temporarily  in  conjunction  with  the  Banbury 
Rui’al  District  Council,  for  the  purpose  of  isolating  any  case  of  Smallpox  that  might  be  imported. 


21G.  Slaughter-houses  and  bakehouses  were  inspected,  and  found  in  tolerably  good  condition. 


Population. 

1,540 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Birtli-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

25-3  14-2  Nil.  128 


FOLESHILL. 


217.  Dr.  Orton  is  able  to  record  a  death-rate  lower  than  last  year,  which  was  then  much  below  the 
average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

218.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  which,  eliminating  Chicken- 
pox,  was  almost  exactly  the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year. 

219.  One  case  of  Smallpox  was  notified.  Dr.  Orton  says,  “Within  twelve  hours  of  notification,  the 
patient,  a  man  who  had  been  at  work  loading  canal  boats  at  one  of  the  local  collieries,  was  removed 
to  the  isolated  farmhouse  which  you  are  renting  as  a  temporary  Smallpox  Hospital,  and  no  further 
case  occurred.” 

220.  Forty-three  cases  of  Diphtheria,  together  with  Membranous  Croup,  were  notified,  of  which  36 
occurred  at  Bedworth.  The  cases  were  not  at  any  time  epidemic,  but  spread  over  the  whole  twelve 
months,  at  varying  intervals.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  consequence  of  this  outbreak  I  visited 
the  place  and  made  a  detailed  report  to  you  at  the  time. 


221.  Referring  to  Typhoid  and  Continued  Fever,  Dr.  Orton  says,  “There  has  been  a  marked  falling 
oft'  in  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the  year ;  only  24  cases  having  occurred, 
compared  with  49  in  the  previous  year.  Bedworth,  in  particular,  has  this  year  escaped,  only  six 
cases  being  notified  in  this  parish.” 

222.  “The  northern  end  of  the  parish  of  Foleshill,  however,  has  suffered  severely,  14  cases  of 
Enteric  and  10  of  Low  Continued  Fever  being  reported  from  this  district.  I  have  presented  several 
reports  to  you  on  the  severe  type  assumed  by  the  patients  in  these  cases.  Several  of  the  cases 
occurred  amongst  members  of  the  same  family,  and  practically  the  whole  of  the  cases  had  been  in 
contact,  in  some  way,  with  each  other,  and  the  epidemic  was  practically  confined  to  one  block  of  houses.” 


223.  Again,  in  this  case  I  visited  the  premises  and  reported  to  you  at  the  time  as  to  the  extent 
and  probable  causation  of  the  disease. 
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224.  Whooping  Cough  appears  to  have  been  very  prevalent,  for,  though  the  disease  is  not  notifiable, 

the  fact  that  10  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  shows  that  it  must  have  been  very  prevalent. 

225.  The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  said  to  have  been  satisfactory  during  the  whole  of  the 

twelve  months.  The  extensions  in  connection  with  the  Bedworth  town  supply  are  now  practically 
complete,  and  a  large  number  of  houses  which  were  previously  supplied  by  means  of  wells  have 
been  connected  with  the  mains. 

226.  The  report  records  that  a  Local  Government  Board  enquiry  was  held  into  the  proposed  general 
scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the  parish  of  Bedworth,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  no  reply  had 
been  received  from  the  Board. 

227.  Scavenging  is  said  to  have  been  fairly  satisfactorily  carried  out  in  the  parishes  of  Foleshill 

and  Bedworth. 

228.  The  Inspector  reports  that  the  dairies,  cow-sheds,  and  slaughter-houses  have  received  attention. 
Statutory  notice  was  served  in  the  case  of  a  cow-shed  in  the  parish  of  Ansty,  which  has  been  complied 
with. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Population. 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

per  1,000  Births. 

17,447 

37'0  16-2 

2-0 

159 

MONKS  KIRBY. 

229.  Dr.  O’Connor  reports  that  the  death-rate  is  somewhat  below  the  average  for  the  preceding  three 
years,  and  that  the  birth-rate  has  undergone  a  slight  increase.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  far  below 
the  average  for  Rural  England  and  Wales. 


230.  Dr.  O’Connor  says,  “  Your  district  has  enjoyed  a  high  immunity  from  Zymotic  disease,  only  five 
notifications,  viz.,  four  sporadic  cases  of  Scarlatina  and  one  of  Erysipelas  having  been  received  during 
the  year.” 


231.  Three  deaths  were  due  to  Phthisis,  and  Dr.  O’Connor  says,  “I  would  commend  the  voluntary 
notification  of  this  disease  to  your  favourable  consideration.  The  disease  is  responsible  for  more 
deaths  than  are  all  the  notifiable  diseases  combined,  and  its  infectious  and  preventible  nature  are  now 
an  incontrovertible  scientific  truth.” 


232.  In  regard  to  the  water  supply,  Dr.  O’Connor  reports  that  this  is  derived  from  wells,  many  of 
which  are  more  or  less  polluted,  and  he  says,  “  I  would  urge  that  in  your  larger  villages  you  should 
go  in  for  the  systematic  abolition  of  privy-pits,  and  the  substitution  of  pail  closets,  with  an  efficient 
system  of  scavenging.” 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population. 

1,568 


Birth-rate. 

24-8 


Death-rate. 

13-3 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 
0-6 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

102 


NUNEATON. 


233.  Mr.  Wood  reports  the  general  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  as  good, 
infant  mortality  was  particularly  low,  being  only  58  per  thousand  births. 


The 


234.  Only  four  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  namely  1  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Diphtheria,  and 
2  Erysipelas. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population. 

1,564 


Birth-rate. 

.  2D7 


Death-rate. 

13-4 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 
0-63 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

58 


STRATFORD-ON-AVON. 

235.  Dr.  Thompson  reports  that  the  mortality  rates  of  this  District  are  very  low.  Referring  to 
infectious  disease,  Dr.  Thompson  reports  that  five  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified.  None  of  the 
cases  were  markedly  severe,  and  no  deaths  occurred.  He  says,  “  It  was  noticable  that  the  Ashorne 
cases  occurred  in  a  village  subsequent  to  Scarlet  Fever  being  epidemic.” 
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236.  Referring  to  Scarlet  Fever,  he  says,  “There  has  been  an  excessive  amount  of  this  disease  in 

the  district,  notably  from  the  parishes  of  Ashorne,  Kineton  and  Wellesbourne.  At  Ashorne,  where 

there  is  much  inferior  cottage  property  crowded  together,  and  where  there  is  a  large  child 

population,  attempts  at  limiting  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  prompt  removal  to  hospital  proved 
utterly  inadequate. 

237.  “At  Kineton  the  closing  of  schools  and  removal  of  cases  to  hospital  apparently  were  most 
efficacious  in  preventing  a  general  outbreak.” 

238.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  not  a  single  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  has  occurred  during 

the  year. 

239.  Referring  to  sewerage  and  drainage,  Dr.  Thompson  says,  “The  question  of  the  efficient 

sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  Wellesbourne  Hastings  and  Wellesbourne  Mountford  is  in  abeyance 
on  account  of  difficulties  arising  as  to  the  site  of  disposal.  It  is  however,  very  clear  that  the 

natural  fall  of  the  land  being  that  of  the  brook  which  runs  between  the  two  parishes,  the  disposal 

must  take  place  in  that  direction.  There  is  but  one  really  economic  plan  of  dealing  with  such 

matter,  and  that  is  to  avoid  having  more  than  one  scheme  of  procedure  in  hand  at  a  time. 

The  consideration  of  alternative  schemes,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  generally  means  that  there  is 
really  only  one  scheme  after  all  which  it  would  be  possible  to  carry  out  on  a  loan  spread  over  a  term  of 
years.  The  Kineton  Sewage  Disposal  Works  remain  as  reported  in  my  Report  for  1901.  At 
Snitterfield  the  ‘  Bacteria  Tank  ’  has  done  away  with  the  nuisance  formerly  arising  from  the 
unpurified  sewage  being  discharged  into  a  ditch.  At  Ashorne  the  doing  away  with  the  discharge 

of  sewage  through  an  open  ditch  has  been  dealt  with  during  the  year.” 


240.  The  water  supply  appears  to  be  satisfactory,  and  due  attention  was  given  to  the  sanitation 
of  such  places  as  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 


Y ital  Statistics. 


Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate. 

10,589  18-4  13-8  0-09 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

82 


TAMWORTH. 


241.  Dr.  Fausset  records  a  birth-rate  almost  identical  -with  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  a  death-rate 
of  only  11 '4,  which  is  considerably  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  infant  mortality  shows 
a  very  large  decrease  compared  with  1901,  the  figure  for  last  year  being  97,  compared  with  144. 

242.  As  regards  action  taken  with  regard  to  Zymotic  disease,  it  appears  that  Scarlet  Fever  was 
epidemic  generally  in  the  District  and  no  less  than  218  cases  were  notified.  The  districts  affected 
appear  to  be  Kettlebrook,  Glascote  and  Amington  in  the  first  part  of  the  year,  while  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  Alvecote  and  Shuttington  were  most  affected ;  while  at  the  very  end  of  the  year 
the  incidence  was  largest  in  the  populous  parish  of  Wilnecote. 

243.  Twelve  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  as  against  18  in  1901.  In  Wilnecote  parish  the 
first  cases  occurred  in  two  visitors,  who  presumably  brought  the  infection  with  them  from  London. 

244.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  only  one  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  reported. 

245.  Referring  to  sanitary  improvements  effected  during  the  year,  much  work  of  a  minor  nature, 
such  as  cleansing  and  lime-washing,  appears  to  have  been  done.  At  Wilnecote  it  is  reported  that 
in  several  cases  where  old  and  defective  privy  middens  were  in  too  close  proximity  to  dwellings, 
water-closets  have  been  substituted,  while  many  foul  sinks  have  been  replaced  with  proper  glazed 
stone-ware  ones. 

246.  Referring  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Dr.  Fausset  says,  “This  was  occupied  during  the  whole 
of  the  year.  Thirty-four  patients,  remaining  over  from  the  previous  year,  were  in  hospital  on 
January  1st.” 

247.  He  further  says,  “  Owing  to  want  of  accommodation,  none  of  the  twenty-two  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria  notified,  six  of  which  occurred  in  the  Borough  and  sixteen  in  the  Rural  District,  could  be 
admitted.  As  there  is  no  convalescent  block,  and  the  patients  have  to  be  discharged  from  the 
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acute  wards,  there  have  unfortunately  been,  in  a  few  instances,  what  are  known  as  ‘  return  ’ 
cases.  The  want  of  an  observation  ward  has  also  been  occasionally  experienced.” 

248.  Various  structural  and  other  improvements,  however,  appear  to  have  taken  place  during  the 
year.  Additional  lavatories,  water-closets,  and  a  bath  room  have  been  provided,  and  the  hot-water 
apparatus  re-arranged.  The  steam  disinfector  has  been  thoroughly  overhauled,  while  a  new 
disinfecting  cart  for  the  conveyance  of  infected  bedding  to  the  hospital  has  been  ordered. 

249.  Referring  to  water  supply,  it  appears  that  the  parishes  of  Fazeley,  Wigginton,  Amington  and 
Stonidelph,  Bolehall  and  Glascote,  Wilnecote  and  Castle  Liberty,  being  within  the  waterworks  area 
obtain  an  excellent  supply  of  wholesome  water  from  the  springs  at  Hopwas.  The  parish  of  Shutting- 
ton  and  the  hamlet  of  Dosthill  are  also  supplied  from  the  same  source.  The  village  of  Kingsbury, 
and  the  hamlets  of  Bodymoor  Heath,  Coton,  Halloughton  and  Cliff  derive  a  plentiful  supply  from 
the  Dumble  Springs  near  Kingsbury  Wood. 

250.  In  other  parts  of  the  district,  however,  notably  in  Edingale  and  Croxhall,  the  water  on 
analysis  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory,  while  the  supply  is  also  unsatisfactory  in  Hurley  Village,  Hurley 
Common,  Wood  End  and  Whateley,  and  Dr.  Fausset  says,  “  The  scarcity  of  water  which  has  so 
long  existed  is  still  acutely  felt,  and  is  likely  to  be  more  so  as  the  warm  weather  comes  on.  At  a 
considerable  annual  cost  to  the  parish  of  Kingsley,  where  these  villages  are  situated,  water  has  to 
be  continuously  carted  to  houses  where  either  there  is  no  water,  or  the  existing  supply  has  been 
condemned.  The  question  of  procuring  a  proper  supply  is  so  urgent  as  to  admit  of  no  further 
delay.” 

251.  As  regards  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  Dr.  Fausset  says,  “The  proposed  joint  scheme  of 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  the  parishes  of  Bolehall  and  Glascote,  Fazeley,  and  Wilnecote, 
and  parts  of  Wigginton,  and  for  the  Borough  of  Tamworth,  for  which  plans  had  been  prepared 
and  submitted  to  both  Authorities,  has  not  been  proceeded  with.  In  answer  to  a  letter  from  your 
Council,  inquiring  whether  the  Town  Council  were  in  favour  of  a  joint  scheme  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal,  the  Sanitary  Committee  replied  that  they  regretted  they  could  not,  under  existing 
circumstances,  advise  the  Town  Council  to  entertain  any  proposal  for  a  joint  scheme  with  the  Rural 
District  Council.  On  March  7th  your  Sewage  Disposal  Committee  considered  the  advisibility  of  a 
separate  scheme,  with  the  result  that  your  Surveyor  was  instructed  to  prepare  plans  for  a  scheme 
for  the  parishes  of  Bolehall  and  Glascote,  Fazeley  and  Wilnecote,  and  for  Bolehall  and  Glascote 
and  Wilnecote  respectively.  These  two  plans  have  been  submitted  to  you,  and  are  under  the 
consideration  of  your  Committee.  When  the  amount  annually  expended  in  various  ways,  such  as 
emptying  the  percipitating  tanks,  cleansing  out  the  brook  courses,  additions  and  extensions  to  existing 
old  and  defective  sewers,  way-leaves,  compensation  to  owners  for  damage  to  land  and  crops,  possible 
injury  to  cattle  from  water  known  to  be  polluted,  and  the  fresh  claims  to  be  met  have  all  to  be 

considered,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  only  thing  to  do  is  to  grapple  with  the  difficulty  and  adopt 

an  efficient  scheme  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The  need  for  a  scheme  dealing  with  the 
sewage  at  various  places  in  the  district  is  very  pressing,  and  all  the  main  facts  are  well-known 
to  your  Committee,  who  have  at  different  times  and  places  investigated  the  conditions  which  have 
given  rise  to  serious  complaints  due  to  the  want  of  a  proper  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage 

disposal.  More  especially  has  this  been  the  case  at  the  following  localities,  viz. — At  Hockley,  in 
Wilnecote  parish,  the  sewage  from  many  of  the  houses  flows  into  a  ditch  at  the  end  of  the 
gardens,  and  ultimately  finds  its  way  on  to  the  field,  causing  a  most  disagreeable  nuisance  which 
must  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  those  who  live  in  this  neighbourhood.  A  case  of  Enteric  Fever 
occurred  in  one  of  the  houses  here,  and  several  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  epidemic  were 
removed  from  this  locality.  The  sewage  from  houses  in  Turf  Terrace  and  adjoining  houses  flows 
on  to  a  field  and  causes  a  most  objectionable  nuisance  and  danger,  for  which  compensation  is  being 
paid  by  your  Council.  Nearly  all  the  sewage  from  Wilnecote  proper,  and  the  sewage  from 

houses  in  Belgrave  Road,  which  is  discharged  into  a  ditch  close  to  the  highway,  finds  its  way  into  the 
Kettle  brook,  and  is  conveyed  practically  untreated  to  the  Tame.  The  sewage  from  Twogates  and 
neighbourhood  is  also  conveyed  to  the  Tame.  Some  parts  of  Bolehall  and  Glascote,  as  has  been 
pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  are  also  in  need  of  immediate  action  being  taken  to  obviate  the 
nuisances  and  danger  to  health  arising  from  the  stagnation  of  the  sewage  in  the  sewers  and  ditches, 
and  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  brook  courses  and  rivers.  It  so  happens  that  building 
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operations  are  more  extensively  carried  out  in  these  populous  but  badly  sewered  portions  of  the 
district  than  almost  anywhere  else,  and  consequently  the  evils  arising  from  the  want  of  a  proper 
system  of  sewerage  are  being  daily  intensified ;  and  this  now  applies  to  Amington,  another  part  of 
the  district,  where  considerable  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  dealing  with  the  question  of  sewage 
disposal.  At  Glascote,  Fazeley,  Dosthill,  Wigginton,  and  Wood  End,  tanks  for  precipitating  the 
sewage  help  in  some  measure  to  lessen  the  amount  of  solid  matter  entering  the  brook  courses 
and  the  rivers,  but  the  necessity  for  dealing  with  the  sewage,  both  from  the  danger  to  health  and  the 
nuisance  point  of  view,  and  in  order  to  lessen  the  amount  of  river  pollution,  is  very  urgent,  and 
requires  the  adoption  of  such  remedial  measures  as  are  likely  to  meet  the  case,  and  which  should 
be  undertaken  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.” 

252.  The  Report  shows,  further,  however,  that  new  works  have  been  laid  down  for  the  treatment  of 
the  sewage  of  the  village  of  Hurley,  including  a  main  outfall  sewer  and  septic  tanks,  with  automatic 
filter  beds,  the  filtered  effluent  afterwards  flowing  on  to  land  before  it  is  discharged  into  the  brook. 

253.  The  Report  concludes  with  a  general  summary  as  follows  : — “  There  are  at  least  four  important 
questions  which  will  require  your  careful  attention  during  the  present  year,  viz. — 1,  the  carrying  out 
of  the  remainder  of  the  scheme  for  the  removal  of  the  weirs. — 2,  the  carrying  out  of  a  scheme  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  Bolehall  and  Glascote,  Wilnecote,  Fazeley,  and  part  of  Wigginton. — 
3,  The  carrying  out  of  a  scheme  of  a  water-supply  for  the  remainder  of  the  parish  of  Kingsbury. — 4, 
The  continuation  of  the  measures  already  undertaken  with  regard  to  the  prevention  of  the  pollution  of 
the  river  Tame.” 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population. 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

12,894 

34-2  11-4 

0-77 

97 

Rural  Districts  in  Mid-Warwickshire  Combined  Districts,  including 
Meriden,  Rugby,  Solihull,  Soutiiam  and  Warwick. 

MERIDEN. 

254.  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “Altogether  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  on  the  whole  very  satisfactory.” 
Among  causes  of  death,  4  were  attributed  to  Scarlet  Fever,  3  to  Whooping  Cough,  1  to  Diarrhoea 
and  6  to  Phthisis. 

255.  Of  the  four  deaths  attributed  to  Scarlet  Fever,  2  occurred  in  Coleshill  and  1  each  in  Berkswell 
and  Allesley,  but  there  was  nowhere  any  exceptional  prevalence  of  the  disease,  and  altogether  there 
were  only  39  cases  notified  during  the  year.  These  were  distributed  as  follows : — 1 1  in  Coleshill, 
9  in  Nether  Whitacre,  4  each  in  Hampton-in-Arden  and  Allesley  f  3  in  Meriden,  and  2  each  in  Berkswell, 
Fillongley,  Shustoke  and  Bickenhill. 

256.  There  were  no  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  Measles,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  or  any  other 
kind  of  Fever,  and  the  only  cases  of  the  kind  were  as  follows  : — 4  of  Diphtheria,  1  of  Membranous 
Croup,  and  2  of  Typhoid  Fever,  all  of  which  recovered.  Of  the  4  cases  of  Diphtheria,  2  occurred 
in  Berkswell,  and  1  each  in  Coleshill  and  Maxstoke,  while  both  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
occurred  in  Coleshill. 

257.  There, was  only  one  case  of  Smallpox  notified  during  the  year,  and  that  in  a  tramp  in  the 
Workhouse,  who  had  to  be  isolated  and  treated  in  the  Male  Sick  Ward,  and  Dr.  Wilson  says, 
“Until  the  new  joint  Smallpox  Hospital  which  is  to  be  provided  in  conjunction  with  Solihull  is 
erected  the  hospital  hut  which  has  been  erected  at  the  bottom  of  the  Workhouse  garden  will  be 
of  great  service  should  any  other  case  unfortunately  crop  up. 

258.  As  regards  works  of  a  public  nature,  the  sewer  in  Meriden  has  been  extended  to  the  Coventry 
end  of  the  village,  and  the  Allesley  Outfall  sewer  has  been  extended,  and  the  sewage  distributed 
on  suitable  land  leased  for  the  purpose. 

259.  No  further  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  completing  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Hampton- 
in-Arden,  owing  to  protracted  negociations  as  to  getting  land  for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage. 
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260.  In  respect  to  public  water  supplies,  Dr.  Wjlson  reports  that  no  further  progress  has  been  made 
with  regard  to  providing  a  supply  for  Marston  Green,  although  some  progress  has  been  made  with 
regard  to  furnishing  a  supply  for  the  low-lying  portion  of  Nether  Wliitacre. 

261.  From  the  Inspector’s  report,  it  appears  that  the  routine  work  of  inspection  has  been  efficiently 
carried  out,  and  that  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Acts  have  been  brought  into  operation,  a 
summary  being  given  of  the  places  that  come  under  this  Act. 

RUGBY. 

262.  Dr.  Wilson  reports  that  the  general  health  of  this  District  has  on  the  whole  continued  to  be 
very  satisfactory  during  the  year,  as  evidenced  by  the  comparatively  low  general  death-rate,  the 
low  rate  of  infant  mortality,  the  low  Zymotic  death-rate,  and  the  comparatively  small  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  exclusive  of 
Chickenpox. 

263.  Leaving  out  Chickenpox,  the  total  number  of  notifications  was  55,  which  is  below  the  average 
of  previous  years. 

264.  One  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  in  New  Bilton  during  the  first  quarter.  The  patient  contracted 
the  disease  when  allowed  to  visit  her  son,  who  was  lying  dangerously  ill  in  one  of  the  London 
smallpox  hospital  ships.  She  refused  to  be  re-vaccinated  before  seeing  her  son,  and  also  refused 
on  her  return. 

265.  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “But  as  I  feared  that  she  might  have  contracted  the  disease,  and  also  her 

daughter,  who  accompanied  her,  1  visited  both  on  the  day  when  the  eruption  would  be  due  to 
appear  and  found  it  just  beginning  to  appear  on  the  mother.  On  sending  for  her  medical  attendant, 
he,  too,  had  no  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the  eruption,  and  by  permission  of  the  Urban  Council  she 
was  removed  the  same  evening  to  the  smallpox  hospital  on  the  Barby  Road.  The  other  inmates 

of  the  house,  and  those  who  had  come  in  contact  with  her,  were  re-vaccinated  and  kept  in  quarantine 
for  a  fortnight,  and  there  wra.s  no  further  spread.  The  mother  had  a  severe  attack  of  the  disease,  but 
the  daughter,  who  consented  to  be  re-vaccinated  when  her  mother  fell  ill,  fortunately  escaped. 

266.  One  death  was  due  to  Typhoid  Fever.  This  occurred  in  Hill  Morton,  and  was  notified  at  the 
close  of  the  previous  year.  Altogether,  three  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  Two  deaths  were 
attributed  to  Diphtheria,  one  in  New  Bilton,  and  the  other  in  Frankton  parish.  Two  other  cases 
occurred  in  the  same  household  in  Frankton  parish,  and  these  were  associated  with  defective  drainage. 

267.  With  regard  to  works  of  a  public  nature,  a  good  deal  of  work  appears  to  have  been  done.  Plans 
for  new  outfall  sewers  at  Brinklow  and  Ryton-on-Dunsmore  are  under  consideration,  while  two  lengths 
of  new  sewer  have  been  laid  at  Harborough  Magna  and  New  Bilton. 

268.  Considerable  improvements  have  also  been  carried  out  to  purify  the  sewage  distributed  on  the 
outfall  field. 

269.  In  respect  to  public  water  supplies,  the  public  well  at  Frankton  has  been  cleaned  out  and  put 
in  proper  order,  while  towards  the  close  of  the  year  negociations  were  opened  with  a  special  committee 
on  the  question  of  the  public  water  supply  of  the  village  of  Grandborough. 

SOLIHULL. 

270.  Dr.  Wilson  reports  that  on  the  whole  it  may  be  said  that  the  general  death-rate  of  this  District 
has  continued  to  be  very  satisfactory  during  the  year.  Four  deaths  were  due  to  Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup,  3  of  which  occurred  in  Solihull  and  1  in  Barston,  and  altogether  16  cases  were 
notified,  as  follows  : — 4  in  Solihull,  1  in  Shirley,  1  in  Olton,  6  in  Knowle,  and  1  in  Barston,  so  that 
there  was  nowhere  any  pronounced  outbreak. 

271.  Only  one  death  was  due  to  Typhoid  Fever,  and  this  occurred  in  Balsall  Street.  There  was  no 
mortality  from  Scarlet  Fever  or  Measles ;  but  in  November,  Measles  became  so  prevalent  in  Forshaw 
Heath  that  the  school  there  was  closed  for  a  time.  The  disease  was  nowhere  else  prevalent  except 
at  Olton,  where  22  cases  occurred. 
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272.  Referring  to  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Acts,  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “The  total  number  of  work¬ 
shops  and  workplaces  entered  on  the  register  amounts  to  15,  and  the  bakehouses  number  23.  No 
instances  of  overcrowding  have  been  met  with,  and  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  premises  was  found 
to  be  fairly  good.  Some  of  the  bakehouses  are  somewhat  old  and  not  up  to  modern  requirements,  but, 
with  few  exceptions  they  arc  all  kept  clean,  and,  as  regards  these  exceptions,  notices  have  been  issued 
and  complied  with.” 

273.  As  regards  works  of  a  public  nature,  the  report  of  the  Surveyor  is  appended,  which  shows  that 
care  has  been  taken  in  the  flushing  of  the  sewers  and  in  the  scavenging  of  Solihull  and  Knowle. 


SOUTHAM. 

274.  The  most  striking  fact  in  Dr.  Wilson’s  report  on  this  District  is  the  very  high  rate  of  infant 
mortality,  namely  163  per  thousand  births.  He  says,  “  This  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  exceptionally 
low  rate  of  the  previous  year,  which  only  amounted  to  81  per  thousand  births,  but  is  mainly  due 
to  the  large  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  Bronchitis,  two  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  and 
to  the  more  than  average  number  of  deaths  due  to  premature  birth.” 

275.  No  less  than  10  deaths  were  due  to  Whooping  Cough,  and  6  of  these  occurred  in  infants  under  a 
year.  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “Whooping  Cough  was  exceptionally  prevalent  in  several  parishes  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  especially  in  Burton  Dassett,  North  End  and  Fenny  Compton,  where 
I  gave  certificates  to  close  the  schools.”  The  disease  was  also  prevalent  in  Naptou,  Knightcote,  and 

Long  Itchington. 

276.  Eight  cases  of  Diphtheria  (two  of  which  proved  fatal)  were  notified,  five  of  these  occurring  in 
Southam  and  one  in  Harbury.  There  was  no  mortality  due  to  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever, 

or  any  other  kind  of  Fever. 

277.  At  Stockton,  both  Chickenpox  and  Measles  became  epidemic  in  June,  and  a  certificate  was  given 

to  close  the  schools. 

278.  With  regard  to  works  of  a  public  nature,  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  new  public  well  which  has  been  sunk  in  Southam,  and  which  yields  an  abundant  and 
wholesome  supply,  will  greatly  assist  in  relieving  the  scarcity  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  previous 
reports.  In  the  summer  and  autumn  there  was  also  considerable  scarcity  in  Priors  Marston,  owing 
mainly  to  the  lowness  of  the  springs  belonging  to  the  local  Water  Company.  After  inquiry  was 
made  into  the  complaints  submitted  to  the  Council,  an  explanation  was  requested  of  the  Company, 
and  towards  the  close  of  the  year  the  supply  became  more  abundant,  so  that,  with  a  greater  average 
rainfall,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  supply  may  again  become  constant  throughout  the  village. 
Under  the  supervision  of  a  Joint  Committee,  attention  has  also  been  given  to  defects  in  the  drainage 
and  water  supply  of  the  village  of  Lighthorne,  and  these  are  in  course  of  removal,  the  main  sewer 
having  been  extended. 

279.  One  of  the  most  important  points  in  the  Report  is  that  Dr.  Wilson  refers  to  the  fact  that 
no  less  than  36  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  in  which  he  also  calls 
attention  to  the  fact  that  no  building  bye-laws  are  in  operation,  and  that  the  adoption  of  such  bye¬ 
laws  should  receive  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Council.  He  says,  “  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say,  in  passing,  that  the  five  other  Rural  Councils  for  whom  I  act  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
have  all  adopted  building  and  other  bye-laws,  and  some  of  them  did  so  many  years  ago.” 

WARWICK. 

280.  Dr.  Wilson  reports  that  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  very  satisfactory,  and  says,  “Not  only 
is  there  a  low  general  death-rate,  but  the  death-rate  from  Zymotic  disease  is  very  low,  while  the 
cases  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  are  considerably  below  the  average  of 
previous  years.” 

281.  Among  causes  of  death,  1  was  attributed  to  Whooping  Cough,  1  to  Diphtheria,  1  to  Membranous 
Croup,  1  to  Diarrhoea,  and  7  to  Phthisis. 
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282.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough  at  Ashow,  the  schools  were  closed  in  May.  In 

addition  to  the  death  from  Diphtheria  which  occurred  at  Cubbington,  6  other  cases  were  notified, 
namely,  2  in  Ashow,  2  in  S'toneleigh,  and  1  each  in  Radford  and  Leek  Wootton.  The  number  of 

cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  was  only  24,  and  only  3  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  there  was  no  fatality 
from  either  of  these  diseases. 

283.  Referring  to  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  Dr.  Wilson  says  that  there  are  no  factories  in  the 
District,  and  that  the  workshops  number  40,  namely,  15  bakehouses  and  25  where  different  work  is 
carried  on,  such  as  laundry  work.  The  premises  were  all  found  to  be  clean  and  in  other  respects 
satisfactory. 

284.  During  the  year,  a  new  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Smith)  has  been  appointed,  and  he  gives  details 
of  the  work  he  himself  carried  out,  and  also  the  work  performed  by  his  predecessor,  as  appearing  on 
the  various  books. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

Meriden 

11,410 

19-8 

13-7 

0-7 

97 

Rugby 

15,460 

31-6 

14-8 

0-84 

114 

Solihull 

14,890 

20-6 

12-3 

0-80 

84 

Southam 

9,900 

22-9 

17-3 

1-31 

163 

Warwick 

11,590 

21-6 

11-9 

0-34 

119 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1902,  in  the  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICTS  of  the  COUNTY  OF  WARWICK,  classified 
according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  and  shewing  also  the  Area  and  Population  of  such  Districts,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  Year, 

together  with  the  Birth,  Death  and  Zymotic  Rates,  and  the  Rate  of  Infant  Mortality. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1902,  in  the  COUNTY  OF  WARWICK,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages  and  shewing 
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RETURN,  shewing  the  number  of  Births  Registered,  together  with  the  number  of 
such  cases  successfully  Vaccinated  or  otherwise  disposed  of  in  the  Districts  of 
the  County  of  Warwick  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1902. 


VACCINATION 

DISTBICTS. 

No.  of  Births 
Begistered 
during  the  year 
ending 

31st  Dec.,  1902. 

No.  of  these 
cases 

successfully 

Vaccinated. 

insusceptible 

of 

Vaccination. 

Died  before 
Vaccination. 

No.  of 
Conscien¬ 
tious 

Certificates. 

Cases  under 
Postpone¬ 
ment. 

Bemovals  to 
other 
Districts 
out  of  the 
Union. 

No.  of  cases 
not  to  be 
found. 

Number  of  cases 
remaining 

Un  vaccinated 
at  date  of  this 
Keturn. 

URBAN 

DISTRICTS. 

*  Aston  Manor... 

2,393 

1,605 

21 

316 

6 

58 

22 

225 

140 

Bulkington  ... 

52 

27 

... 

8 

1 

... 

... 

... 

16 

*Erdington 

Kenilworth  ... 

447 

38S 

2 

33 

4 

5 

9 

2 

4 

Nuneaton  and  \ 

Chilvers  Coton / 

*Royal  Leamington  Spa 

Rugby  . 

541 

438 

2 

35 

28 

18 

11 

1 

8 

f  Stratford-on-Avon 

409 

254 

... 

31 

19 

6 

2 

7 

90 

*Sutton  Coldfield 

Warwick 

352 

288 

3 

26 

3 

12 

5 

7 

8 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

*AIcester 

Atherstone  ... 

176 

148 

... 

5 

1 

3 

... 

... 

19 

Brailes 

146 

81 

... 

8 

9 

4 

5 

* 

39 

*Castle  Bromwich 

79 

69 

... 

4 

2 

... 

2 

2 

.  .  . 

Coventry 

Farnborough ... 

Foleshill 

7 

5 

2 

Meriden 

Monks  Kirby 

240 

187 

... 

17 

17 

5 

... 

13 

1 

Nuneaton 

Rugby  . 

Solihull 

Southam 

Stratford-on-Avon  . . . 

31 

19 

2 

10 

Tamworth 

Warwick 

436 

238 

12 

9 

•  .  . 

7 

170 

Notes.— *Six  of  the  above  Returns  are  for  the  year  ending  31st  July.  The  other  nine  of  the  above  Returns  are  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December. 


fThe  Return  for  Stratford-on-Avon  embraces  both  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and  is  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December. 
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JUNE,  1903. 


Warwickshire  County  Council. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health, 


For  the  Year  1902. 


